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METROPOLITAN PIER AND EXPOSITION AUTHORITY

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN, ENGINEERING, AND CONSULTING SERVICES

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS RFP #2024-21-M
ADDENDUM NO. (1)

July 24, 2026

Addendum No. 1 consists of six (6) pages and has the following information to be incorporated into the
Request for Proposals (RFP). The proposer must acknowledge receipt of this Addendum No. 1 in their RFP
submittal in Required Form A, Form of Transmittal Letter.

Item #1: Proposers’ questions and/or requests and the MPEA'’s responses are provided below.

Item #2: Clarification: The RFP solicitation alert contained the incorrect RFP reference number (#); note, the
correct RFP number is #2024-21-M -> 2024-21-M-RFP-Professional-Design-Engineering-and-Consulting-

Services.pdf

Item #3: Revised Exhibit 2 — Form of Agreement in WORD version attached.

Proposer Question:

MPEA’s Response:

Does the scope of this RFP include
1 consulting related to digital signage and
graphic design, or is it limited to traditional,
non-digital signage and graphic design?

The scope of this RFP includes all types of signage.

Since our current contract and the new
2 agreement both expire in 2029, must we
submit a proposal under this RFP to remain
eligible for future task orders?

Similar question(s):

Please confirm that Consultants, as an
existing holder under #2025-19-M,
Professional Design, Engineering, and
Consulting Services, do not need to resubmit
qualifications or forms for disciplines
previously awarded.

Please confirm that Consultants, as an

existing holder under #2025-19-M,
Professional Design, Engineering, and
Consulting Services, may submit for

additional disciplines.

If your firm has been previously awarded a master
agreement under contract #2025-19-M or #2024-21-
M, the contract is still active, and your firm is not
required to resubmit qualifications.

However, if your firm wishes to submit qualifications
for categories that are not already included in the
master agreement, you may do so.

As per the lllinois Procurement Code we are required
annually to re-open the pre-qualified pool to allow
additional firms to submit qualifications for inclusion.

Is the new agreement intended to replace,
3 supplement, or run concurrently with existing
professional services contracts?

No, the intentions are not to replace existing master
services agreements. New awarded agreements will
run concurrently with the existing contracts.

Will firms holding current contracts remain
4 eligible to receive task orders through the
expiration of those agreements, regardless
of whether they respond to this RFP?

Yes, firms that have current agreements will remain in
the pre-qualified pool and will receive notifications of
issued task orders. See answer to #3, any newly
awarded agreements will run concurrently with
existing contracts.
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Does MPEA anticipate any upcoming
5 projects requiring architectural design,
interior design/FFE, or landscape design
services? These are among the service
categories identified in the RFP.

Similar Question(s):
e Is there an anticipated target start
date for the first task orders following
contract award?

Yes, we anticipate the potential need for consultants
within these categories during the contract term.

See answer to #30.

The RFP states that MPEA intends to award
6 to one proposer but reserves the right to
make multiple awards. Does MPEA
anticipate selecting multiple firms by service
category, or primarily one multidisciplinary
consultant?

MPEA may award one or more master agreements
per category depending on the quality/qualification of
proposals received.

In the event of an issued Task Order, the intent is to
award to one firm, however, a project may require
multiple disciplines, the MPEA will determine which
consultant should lead the project—this lead
consultant would be responsible for

coordinating services from other
disciplines/categories as needed to complete the
project.

Please confirm that MBE/WBE partner
7 project team resumes are not required for
this RFP response and will be included as
part of future task order submissions, only
our firm's resumes to be included with this
proposal submission.

Similar Question(s):

Can subconsultants be added to the team
for specific tasks after the awarding of this
RFP?

Yes, this is correct. Pre-designated subconsultants
are not required for the purposes of this RFP
response, as the scope of task orders is on an as
needed/TBD basis.

Under Evaluation and Award Process,
8 please confirm whether the Review of
Proposed Fees includes the review of the
Hourly Rate Schedule under Form F only,
and that fees will be reviewed by MPEA
during the Task Order negotiation process.

Yes, the Review of Proposed Fees is the review of
the rates each firm submits per Required Form F —
Hourly Rate Schedule only.

See answer to #19 for task order evaluation process.

Article 6.c of the Form of Agreement
requires the Consultant to at all times use its
9 “‘best efforts” to assure timely and
satisfactory rendering and completion of its
Services. “Best efforts” and “satisfactory” in
this context are vague and subjective and
may be interpreted to impose obligations
beyond the applicable professional standard
of care. Consultant shall perform its services
with that degree of skill, care and diligence

This should be presented as an exception per
Required Form G — Notification of Exceptions in the
submitted proposal. All exceptions are required to be
noted in the redline Form of Agreement.
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customarily required of a professional
performing services of comparable scope,
purpose and magnitude in the Chicago area,
and in conformance with the applicable
professional standards. We seek to clarify
whether the MPEA would consider removing
this language from the Agreement and
relying instead on the professional standard
of care already described in the first
sentence of Article 6.c.

10

The Form of Agreement does not include a
mutual waiver of consequential damages
provision. Given that the contemplated on-
call services may be performed across a
diverse portfolio of facilities, including exhibit
and convention halls, hotels, an arena,
corporate offices, garages and surface
parking areas, a breach or default may
potentially give rise to claims for indirect or
consequential losses, such as lost profits,
lost business opportunities, business
interruption or third-party claims that may be
difficult to foresee or quantify. In light of
these considerations, would the MPEA be
willing to include a mutual waiver of
consequential damages provision so that
each party remains responsible for its direct
damages while excluding recovery of
consequential or indirect damages?

This should be presented as an exception per
Required Form G — Notification of Exceptions in the
submitted proposal. All exceptions are required to be
noted in the redline Form of Agreement.

Note, exceptions to Indemnification are non-
negotiable. See Item #3: Revised Exhibit 2 — Form of
Agreement

11

The RFP includes language that may require
a higher level of performance than industry
standard. For example, the Consultant may
be required to “provide visits to the project
site to inspect and verify that the
construction  contractor's work is in
compliance with the Contract Documents
through final completion of construction.”
The term “verify” in this context may
constitute an unqualified guarantee of
perfection and may be a subjective standard
that makes no allowance for the required
contractual standard of care nor allow for
reasonable assumptions to be made. For
clarity, we seek to confirm that this term is
descriptive only and is not intended to
establish a higher or different standard of
care than set forth in Article 6.c of the
Agreement.

This should be presented as an exception per
Required Form G — Notification of Exceptions in the
submitted proposal. All exceptions are required to be
noted in the redline Form of Agreement.

12

The RFP text indicate that Mechanical,
Electrical, Plumbing, and Fire Protection
(MEPFP) are bundled as a single discipline
category. Please confirm that the Authority
intends to evaluate MEPFP as an “all or

Yes, that is correct. The MEP/FP category will be
evaluated as a single discipline.
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nothing” category, and that a respondent
may not propose for a partial subset (e.g.,
only M and P) under this RFP.

13

Local availability is listed as an evaluation
consideration. Please confirm whether
MEPFP key personnel and support staff
must reside in the State of lllinois or Chicago
metropolitan area, or whether non-local key
staff with a documented commitment to
travel and availability will be considered
equally responsive.

Local availability of key technical personnel and key
support personnel assigned to projects is required.
The availability submitted in the proposal will be
evaluated by the Evaluation Committee under Quality
of Personnel criteria.

Additional requirements for availability may be
indicated per task order request.

14

If non-local key personnel are acceptable,
please clarify how the Authority will weigh
local vs. non-local staff in the “Quality of
Personnel” and  “Qualifications  and
Experience” evaluation factors.

See answer to #13.

15

The RFP states a 25% MBE and 5% WBE
participation goal is in place for task orders.
May the consultant combine the goal to 30%
and use a single WMBE subconsultant?

No. The 25% MBE goal and the 5% WBE goal are
separate participation goals and may not be
combined into a single 30% goal.

A firm certified as both an MBE and WBE may
participate; however, the same dollar value may be
credited toward either the MBE goal or the WBE goal,
but never both. Therefore, a single dual-certified
WMBE subconsultant cannot satisfy both goals using
the same scope and participation amount.

The consultant must demonstrate separate credit
toward the 25% MBE goal and the 5% WBE goal. If
either goal cannot be met, the consultant must submit
the applicable waiver or reduction request and
supporting Good-Faith Effort documentation in
accordance with Section VIII of the M/WBE Special
Conditions.

16

The RFQ requests at least three (3)
references for similar services provided
within the past three years. If a proposer is
submitting for multiple service categories,
are three references required for each
service category, or are three references
total sufficient for the entire proposal?

No, three (3) references are not required for each
applied category. However, each firm should attempt
to provide at least one (1) reference per category in
which it is applied to.

17

Is there a list of anticipated task orders
under this IDIQ?

No.

18

Approximately how many firms will be
selected in each discipline?

Similar Question(s):
e How many firms will be selected?

There is no cap on the number of qualified firms per
category, as this depends upon proposals received
and at MPEA’s discretion.
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What is the selection process for each Task

Task Order are to be evaluated based upon a list of

19 Order? criteria, excluding costs/fees. The criteria will be
scored by a total point value system established by
Similar Question(s): the Procurement department and used by a selection
e What evaluation criteria will be used | committee. The committee is required to rank each
for task order selections after the | qualified firm in a numerical order based on the
master contracts are awarded? overall point total.
Once the highest ranked firm is selected, MPEA staff
will confirm scope of work in detail and request fee
schedule and/or a project cost estimate from firm.
Only successful negotiations with the highest qualified
firm will result in a final executed contract/task order.

20 Is there a maximum budget per task order? | The value of each task order will vary and will be
And if so, what is the process for larger | determined on a case-by-case basis.
projects?

21 Does MPEA have established BIM | MPEA BIM Standards are under development and will
standards? be shared with relevant task orders.

Similar Question(s):

e Does MPEA maintain facility design
standards, BIM standards, CAD
standards, or master specifications
that consultants will be required to
use?

22 Does MPEA have established sustainability | The Authority is committed to conducting business in
standards? an environmentally responsible and ethical manner.

a. Does MPEA have carbon We have established an internal sustainability
reduction goals? framework focused on minimizing our environmental
b. Energy performance footprint and supporting our communities. While our
standards? initiatives are tailored to our specific industry our core
c. Electrification initiatives? standards generally address our environmental
impact, social responsibility, and governance and
ethics.

23 | Does MPEA have established security Security standards will be included in the Task Order.
standards?

24 | Can MPEA define "emergency situations" The response time for “emergency situations” may
found on page 7 of the RFP and what is the | vary on the severity of the scope/circumstances.
expected response time?

25 Which disciplines are expected to receive | Historically, architectural, MEP, and Structural
the largest volume of task orders? categories have the highest utilization; however, this

is not predictive of future performance.

26 | Are current electronic as-built drawings | Available electronic as-built drawings will be provided

generally available for all facilities?

to pre-qualified firms per task order. Availability will
be communicated with each issued task order.
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27 | What is the anticipated turnaround time for | The anticipated response time varies depending on
consultants to submit task order proposals | the issued task order and services required.
after receiving a request?

28 | Will hourly billing rates remain fixed for the | Yes, the hourly billing rates are fixed for the base term
entire contract term, including renewal | of the master contract. During the renewal/extension
periods? period, each firm will have the opportunity to provide

updated rates/rate escalations for review.
Similar Question(s):
Will rate escalations be permitted during
optional renewal years?

29 | Will professional liability insurance limits vary | No, the professional liability insurance limit(s) will not
based on task order size? vary. The insurance limits outlined in the RFP are set

limits, proof of insurance limits are required at the
time a task order is issued.

30 Is there an anticipated target start date for | There is no definite timeline for when a task order is

the first task orders following contract
award?

issued, this varies on the needs of the campus. Each
start date per task order will vary depending on
required services.
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