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 Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

May 20, 2026 
 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Jorge Ramirez*, Secretary/Treasurer; 
Sol Flores; Sam Kukadia; Terrance McGann; Michelle Mills Clement**; Juan Morado 
*Teleconference/**Participated via Teleconference until 9:28 a.m. and then in-person 

 
Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief 
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Chief Operating Officer and Interim General Manager; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, 
Controller; Tom Ryan, Senior Director of Plant Operations and Facilities; Jill Kolinski, Deputy General Counsel; Jennifer 
Diaz, Assistant General Counsel; Molly Kievit, Executive Director of Commercial Strategy; Emilie Yount, Associate 
Director of Communications; Brittany Robbins, Director of Marketing & Communications; David Kennedy, General 
Manager of Entertainment; Samantha Johnson, Assistant Controller; Alex Buckles, Director of Business Diversity; 
Alichia Johnson, Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity Program 
Manager; Richard Ray, Hawthorne Strategy Group; Didier Luneau, Marriott Marquis; Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; 
Cahal Mowery, Choose Chicago; Jack Lyon, OVG Hospitality; Lindsay Levinson, OVG Hospitality; Nina Moore, OVG 
Hospitality; Rufus Purnell, Contractor; Anthony Kinsey, Ramirez & Co.; Harry Hilling, Ramirez & Co.; Maria Calderon, 
Compliance Officer and Board Administrator 
 
General Matters: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to permit Members Mill Clement and Ramirez to participate via 
teleconference. Upon motion made by Member Villar and seconded by Member Morado, the remaining members 
unanimously voted to pass the motion. 
 

A1. Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:09 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.  
 
A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the April 28, 2026, 

Regular Board Meeting. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present voted 

to approve item A2. 
 
 Roll call vote. Record as:  

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes  Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Sol Flores – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

  
A3. Public Comment. 
 

There was no public comment. 
 

Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported that she had a few brief updates and then was going 
to spend some time looking ahead at trends impacting the industry, focusing on the Authority’s reputation. Ms. Clark 
reported the Business Diversity team hosted the Culinary & Hospitality Marketplace: Doing Business With McCormick 
Place event. Teresa Ging from Sugar Bliss talked about the event on WGN Radio. This event brought together vendors, 
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buyers, and industry stakeholders, with a focus on Minority-and-Woman-Owned Businesses, to create connections 
and open doors to real business opportunities across the culinary and hospitality sectors. Having diverse suppliers on 
campus is a key priority at McCormick Place and MPEA is making significant progress as an organization in this critical 
space. This progress translates to the success of MPEA’s Culinary & Hospitality Marketplace attendance numbers, 
MPEA hosted 100 total attendees and 28 vendors. Feedback from those vendors shows MPEA’s strength in helping 
new community members in MPEA’s vendor ecosystem feel welcomed.  
 
Ms. Clark was pleased to report that Danielle Marshall, owner of Danie's Natural Juice, an MBE which sells its products 
at Hyatt Regency McCormick Place’s Marketplace, was recently featured on WGN Radio. The online article mentions 
that its products are sold at the Hyatt and illustrates the impact supplier diversity can have on both the business owners 
as well as on the campus. 
 
Ms. Clark congratulated Vice Chair, Don Villar, who was just re-elected for his third term as Secretary-Treasurer for 
the Chicago Federation of Labor. Mr. Villar has spent his career serving the campus labor partners and pursuing social 
justice, and he says he looks forward to his next four years offering inspiration and hope to Chicago laborers.  
 
Additionally, Ms. Clark congratulated Lori Adlesick, Vice President of Strategic Partnerships & Events with Choose 
Chicago.  Ms. Adlesick recently won the PCMA Visionary Award for Supplier of the Year, a well-deserved honor. Since 
her first role with Choose Chicago as Convention Services Manager in 1996, Ms. Adlesick has worked toward 
promoting Chicago as a high-satisfaction convention city with a top tier return rate.  
 
Ms. Clark congratulated Marriott Marquis’ General Manager Didier Luneau, along with his whole team, on the work 
they do to positively impact the community. Mr. Luneau is co-chair of the Business Council of Chicago and recently 
represented Marriott Marquis and the Business Council in accepting the Stephen Garf Marriott Award of Excellence for 
Culture. Mr. Luneau spoke for a video about some of his work with community partnerships, such as support for Lurie’s 
Children’s Hospital and work with Fight2Feed. Mr. Luneau has posted a full video on his LinkedIn page, and Ms. Clark 
encouraged everyone to go watch it to learn more and hear about the impact Mr. Luneau is making.  
 
Ms. Clark gave a lengthy report on McCormick Place’s reputation. Ms. Clark reported competition is fierce in the events 
industry with a shifting technological landscape and a flurry of convention center renovations across the nation. Ms. 
Clark looked at McCormick Place’s reputation through the lenses of customers, earned media, rankings, Google and 
AI search, and social media. Reputation shapes how people view McCormick Place before they ever speak with the 
campus or book their tickets. What attendees are saying on social media, how McCormick Place shows up in AI search 
results, how earned media headlines frame the campus’ role in the city—all of these components are critical to shaping 
McCormick Place’s reputation and how the campus is perceived in this competitive landscape. 
 
Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for April 2026. 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for April 2026. 
 
Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
 

C1. Consideration of Approval of Insurance Renewal of the MPEA Insurance Program for 07/01/2026-
06/30/2027. 

 
 Moved by Member Mills Clement, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members 

present voted approving item C1. 
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 

Docusign Envelope ID: 5C006693-D813-8E9E-836C-8E8535D337F6



                                 
MPEA Corporate Center 

Corporate Boardroom, 5th Floor 
301 East Cermak Road 

Chicago, IL 60616 
 

3 | M P E A  
J u n e  2 3 ,  2 0 2 6  

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes  Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Sol Flores – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 
 

C2.  Consideration of Approval of Contract Extensions for Legal Services. 
 
 Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item C2. 
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes  Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Sol Flores – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
C3. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for HVAC Repair and Maintenance Services – Categories 

5, 6, 8, 9, 11.  
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item C3. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes  Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Sol Flores – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 

C4.  Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Elevator and Escalator Inspection Services.  
 

 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C4. 

 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes  Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Sol Flores – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
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D1. New Business. 
 
There was no new business.  

 
D2. Adjournment. 

 
Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member Kukadia, seconded by Member 
Mills Clement, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.     
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes  Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Sol Flores – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
 
Time meeting adjourned at 10:32 a.m. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
Approved: June 23, 2026    Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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