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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
June 23, 2026

Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Jorge Ramirez*, Secretary/Treasurer; Nina Grondin*; Sam

Kukadia; Terrance McGann; Michelle Mills Clement; Juan Morado; Sherman Wright
“Teleconierence

Cthers Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Chief Operating Officer and Interim General Manager; Larry McKinley, Chief Security
Officer; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, Controller; Gloria Juarbe, Director of Human Resources; Tom Ryan, Senior
Director of Plant Operations and Facilities; Jennifer Diaz, Assistant General Counsel; Molly Kievit, Executive Director
of Commercial Strategy; Jose Gonzalez, Director of Security; Hilary Barker, Director of Procurement; Emilie Yount,
Associale Director of Communications; Brittany Robbins, Director of Marketing & Communications; David Kennedy,
General Manager of Entertainment; Vickee Danz, Senior Director of Development; Dave Sheehan, Senior Director of
Technology Services; Alichia Johnson, Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; Tiffany Wright, Business
Diversity Program Manager; Mary Principato, Administrative Coordinaior; Cynthia McCafferty, Hawthome Strategy
Group; Didier Luneau, Marriott Marquis; Matt Schalk, Hyatt Regency McCormick Place; Kristen Reynolds, Choose
Chicago; Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; Dustin Arnheim, Choose Chicage; Cahal Mowery, Choose Chicago; Jack Lyon,
OVG Hospitality; Nina Moore, OVG Hospitality; Anthony Kinsey, Ramirez & Co.; Maria Calderon, Compliance Officer
and Board Administrator

General Matters: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to permit Members Grondin and Ramirez to participate via
teleconference. Upon motion made by Member Kukadia and seconded by Member Mills Clement, the remaining
members unanimously voted to pass the motion.

Al Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:13 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.

A2, Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the May 20, 2026,
Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Member Kukadia, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members
present voted to approve item A2.

Roli call vote. Record as;

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman — Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes | Michelle Mills Clement - Yes
Nina Grondin - Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.
A3. Public Comment.

There was no public comment.
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Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported there had been a number of strong performing events
recently, as well as some important wins. The American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) continues to be a highly
impactful show for McCormick Place and the city, as it broke attendance records this year. The National Restaurant
Association, in collaboration with campus partners at Fight2Feed, donated over 156,000 pounds of food to neighbors
in need. This will serve thousands of those in the community who struggle with food insecurity. The American Nurses
Credentialing Center will return this fall with projections of 12,000 attendees, 8,500 peak room nights, and $29 million
in economic impact. They have also committed to McCormick Place for 2030. The AHR Expo has also committed to
January 2039 and 2042, ensuring these impactful events return well into the future.

Ms. Clark reported that Mr. McKinley, Ms. Doerfler, Chef Kingsley, and herself recently sat down with Trade Show
News Network as pan of their executive interview series. They all had great discussions about their areas of expertise,
and all of them will be published. Currently, the interviews with Ms. Clark and Mr. McKinley are on the Trade Show
News Network website. Ms. Clark reported that OVGH's beverage director, Donna Mackey, also spoke with Trade
Show Executive about the rise in non-alcoholic beverages and how the campus is leading this trend.

Ms. Clark reported she will be traveling to Canada later this month for a speaking engagement at the ESCA Summer
Educational Conference. This is an annual event hosted by the Exhibition Services and Contractors Association to
share insights and connect with other members of the industry. Ms. Clark will be joining a panel featuring the leaders
of the Orlando and Miami Beach convention centers to discuss the future of the industry and venues.

Ms. Clark reported that McCormick Place became the world's first venue to receive the new Cleaning Industry
Management Standard Green Building and Sustainability certification. This award recognizes the campus’
comprehensive sustainability efforts, including waste diversion and eco-friendly cleaning. McCormick Place was also
one of seven convention centers featured in a Trade Show News Network article highlighting the industry's evolving
commitments to sustainability.

Ms. Clark reported following the management transition last year, MPEA is working toward creating a more cohesive
campus culture now that MPEA has a “One Campus” approach. Ms. Clark reported that the Human Resource leaders
have found it very important to prioritize team-building activities 1o continue to break down any barriers that existed
between the teams. MPEA was recently invited to preview visits to the Obama Presidential Center, about a month
before it opened to the public.

Ms. Clark reported MPEA continues to actively work to increase the campus’ supplier diversity. Last month, the
Hospitality Marketplace hosted by MPEA's Business Diversity team issued a survey to exhibitors about the experience,
and they rated the event an average of 4.92 out of 5 stars. Ms. Clark reported that the campus has already onboarded
several new WBE and MBE vendors as a result of the Hospitality Marketplace, including the Hyatt's new offering of
Asian-inspired beverages at the retail section of Sixes and Eights. Between MPEA and all the campus pariners, the
campus has achieved 35.8% M/WBE spend this fiscal year so far. The Hyatt alone has added more than 20 vendors
this year. Ms. Clark reported that the Business Diversity team also recently hosted its first information session for
MPEA'’s reopened Rapid Response Contractor Pools, where over 50 WBEs and MBEs attended.

Ms. Clark reported the Hyatt Regency McCormick Place and Marriott Marquis have put together a joint hotel running
club and recently hosted their sixth run. There has been growing interest and participation each week including from
customers. This running club has had surprising customer response, there are often mulliple clients coming together,
for example a few weeks ago there were runners from ASCO and Salesforce. Last week all the customer runners were
from the Epic Games, representing five different countries. The connections made within these individuals joining the
run are tangible. Ms. Clark reported that Mr. Schalk, Hyatt's GM, shared that a doctor from Argentina joined on ASCO’s
first day and then again, a week later. Ms, Clark reported that Mr. Luneau, and the Marriott team recently attended a

2|



0 MPEA Corporate Center

oz Corporate Boardroom, Sth Floor
Lo nd 301 East Cermak Road
Chicago, IL 60616

Marriott corporate trade show in Indianapolis; to show their Chicago pride and set themselves apart, they dressed up
as all the characters from Ferris Bueller's Day Off.

Ms. Clark reported on some events from the busy summer calendar, A3 Automate continues to grow every year, the
campus will be hosting the 117th Annual the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People’s (NAACP)
National Convention next month, as well as lawmakers from around the country for the National Conference of State
Legislatures.

Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for May 2026.

Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for May 2026.

Executive Session: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to convene in Executive Session to discuss items C1 and
C2. Upon motion duly made by Member Kukadia, seconded by Member Morado and the remaining members present
unanimously voted to convene in Execulive Session.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes | Michelle Mills Clement - Yes
Nina Grondin — Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.
Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements:
D1. Consideration of Approval of Coniract Extension for Auditing Services.

Moved by Member Mills Clement, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members
present voted approving item D1.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes | Michelle Mills Clement - Yes
Nina Grondin - Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright — Yes

The motion passed.
D2. Consideration of Approval of Reference Contract for Digital Workspace Solutions.

Moved by Member Grondin, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present
voted approving item D2.

Roll call vote. Record as:
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Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer - Yes | Michelle Mills Clement — Yes
Nina Grondin - Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.

Consideration of Review of Confidential Executive Session Minutes.

Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Wright, and the remaining members present
voted approving item D3.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes | Michelle Mills Clement - Yes
Nina Grondin - Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.
Consideration to End Retention of Verbatim Audio Recordings of Executive Session Minutes.

Moved by Member Kukadia, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present
voted approving item D4,

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman — Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer - Yes | Michelle Milts Clement — Yes
Nina Grondin - Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright — Yes

The motion passed.

Consideration of Approval of Increase Not to Exceed Amount - Maintenance, Repair, and Operations
(MRO).

Moved by Member Kukadia, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present
voted approving item D5.

Rall call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes | Michelle Mills Clement — Yes
Nina Grondin — Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.
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El. Consideration of Approval of Executive Session Minutes of the November 18, 2025 Regular Board
Meeting.

Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Kukadia, and the remaining members present
voted approving item E1.

Roll call vote, Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes | Michelle Mills Clement - Yes
Nina Grondin - Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.
E2. New Business.

There was no new business.
E3. Adjournment.

Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member Mills Clement, seconded by
Member Kukadia, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer - Yes | Michelle Mills Clement — Yes
Nina Grondin - Yes Juan Morado - Yes

Sam Kukadia - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.

Time meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m.

i

Approved: July 21, 2026 Secretary/T reasurtryssisiam Secretary
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