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 Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

April 28, 2026 
 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Jorge Ramirez*, Secretary/Treasurer; 
Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart; Sol Flores; Sam Kukadia; Michelle Mills Clement; Sherman Wright 
*Teleconference Joined at 9:10 a.m. 

 
Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief 
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Chief Operating Officer and Interim General Manager; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, 
Controller; Hilary Barker, Director of Procurement; Tom Ryan, Senior Director of Plant Operations and Facilities; Jill 
Kolinski, Deputy General Counsel; Gloria Juarbe, Director of Human Resources; Jennifer Diaz, Assistant General 
Counsel; Larry McKinley, Chief Security Officer; Molly Kievit, Executive Director of Commercial Strategy; Vickee Danz, 
Senior Director of Development; Jose Aguiñaga, Director of Financial Planning, Budget & Analysis; Pi Tao Hsu, Director 
of Treasury and Capital Management; David Kennedy, General Manager of Entertainment; Colleen Skala, Director of 
Event Management; Alex Buckles, Director of Business Diversity; Cullyn Doerfler, Senior Sustainability Manager; 
Joshua Figueroa, Sustainability Manager; Alichia Johnson, Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; 
Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity Program Manager; Cynthia McCafferty, Hawthorne Strategy Group; Matt Schalk, 
Hyatt Regency McCormick Place; Didier Luneau, Marriott Marquis; Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; Michael Kingsley, 
OVG Hospitality; Nina Moore, OVG Hospitality; Rufus Purnell, Contractor; Pat Doerr, Hospitality Association; Anthony 
Kinsey, Ramirez & Co., Inc.; Maria Calderon, Compliance Officer and Board Administrator 
 
General Matters: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to permit Member Ramirez to participate via teleconference. 
Upon motion made by Member Villar and seconded by Member Wright, the remaining members unanimously voted to 
pass the motion. 
 

A1. Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.  
 
A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the March 24, 

2026, Regular Board Meeting. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Wright, and the remaining members present voted 

to approve item A2. 
 
 Roll call vote. Record as:  

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes  Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sol Flores – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

  
A3. Public Comment. 
 

There was no public comment. 
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Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported that she and the leadership team attended the House 
Appropriations Committee meeting in Springfield last week and their hearing started at 8:30 p.m. Ms. Clark reported 
that staff have attended two committee hearings, one for the Senate in the City and the other for the House in Springfield 
and their requests passed both committees. Ms. Clark reported the requests for FY27 were a total of $312.2 million. 
The first request was for $279.2 million for the Expansion Project Bond debt service which must be requested each 
year. The second request was for $15 million for the Incentive Fund which expires this year in the current legislation. 
Staff has requested a separate legislation to remove the sunset provision for the future which will allow them to go 
request the fund each year. The Incentive Fund program has been successful, allowing MPEA to secure 139 events 
from July 1, 2021, to December 31, 2025, with an Economic Impact of $4.7 billion for the City and the State. The 
competition is fierce for citywide events. The third request was for up-to $18 million for Choose Chicago’s Promotional 
Fund. The funds are deposited monthly to MPEA and then are passed through to Choose Chicago for the purpose of 
Choose Chicago promoting the City and McCormick Place. 
 
Ms. Clark welcomed Sol Flores to the MPEA Board. Ms. Flores was appointed by Governor JB Pritzker to replace 
Christian Mitchell. Ms. Clark stated Ms. Flores’ experience in public service and deep commitment to community will 
strengthen MPEA’s work, attracting trade shows, conventions, meetings, and public events. Ms. Flores is the CEO of 
Knight Impact Partners and brings a long record of community engagement and public-sector leadership. Throughout 
a career focused on human services, health, community building and education, Ms. Flores has built a reputation for 
pragmatic problem solving and ambitious vision. In her capacity on the MPEA Board, Ms. Flores will help guide MPEA's 
strategic priorities and support the continued growth of North America’s largest convention center, McCormick Place. 
 
Ms. Clark congratulated board member, Juan Morado, who was recently named a 2026 Notable Leard in Healthcare 
by Crain's Chicago Business. Mr. Morado is a Partner at Benesch Law where he advises health systems and health 
care businesses on regulatory compliance, transactions, and investigations. Crain's noted he secured Certificate of 
Need approvals for nine Prime Healthcare hospitals and advanced the Rush Specialty Hospital & Cancer Center. Mr. 
Morado has also guided ambulatory surgery center ownership changes. Mr. Morado is among honorees who illustrate 
how Chicago-area institutions are adapting, partnering, and investing to improve outcomes for patients and 
communities in healthcare.  
 
Ms. Clark reported that the Heart Rhythm Society conducted an AED and CPR training, including many McCormick 
Place staff members and highlighted it in a national press release. The training reflects MPEA’s core approach to event 
execution, which is that successful events must also be safe events. By partnering with the Heart Rhythm Society to 
host this lifesaving training, MPEA is demonstrating that safety and preparedness is built into how it operates at scale. 
 
Ms. Clark reported that McCormick Place hosted its annual 2026 Recyclapalooza this month to record-breaking 
success. More than 3 tons of e-waste was diverted from landfills. Two hundred forty-two pounds of materials were 
gathered from towels and bedding to pop cans, clothing and even a bicycle. The team also gathered more than 20 
pallets of mixed household items and e-waste campus-wide from their trades—not to mention 141 pounds of household 
batteries. And interestingly, 28 pounds of trophies!  
 
Ms. Clark reported that MPEA celebrated this success on social media with an honorary Earth Day post. Sr. 
Sustainability Manager Cullyn Doerfler was also interviewed by Trade Show News Network about the record-breaking 
success of Recyclapalooza and their sustainability initiatives on campus. 
 
Ms. Clark reported tomorrow MPEA will host the Culinary & Hospitality Marketplace: Doing Business with McCormick 
Place event. This event will bring together vendors, buyers, and industry stakeholders to create connections and open 
doors to real business opportunities across the culinary and hospitality sectors. The event is geared toward vendors 
interested in expanding their reach, diverse and certified M/WBE businesses, corporate partners, procurement teams, 
and industry leaders looking to connect with qualified suppliers. Ms. Clark stated having diverse suppliers on campus 
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is a key priority at McCormick Place—Ms. Clark and General Counsel Matthew Simmons recently spoke about this in 
Springfield during testimony to the Illinois Senate where they reported on the progress MPEA has made as an 
organization in this critical space. 
 
Ms. Clark reported that Danielle Marshall, owner of Danie's Natural Juice, an MBE which sells its products at the Hyatt 
Regency McCormick Place Chicago on campus, was recently featured on WGN Radio as a success story. The online 
article mentions the products are sold at the Hyatt and illustrates the impact supplier diversity can have on both the 
business owners as well as on the campus. Ms. Clark reported Teresa Ging, CEO of Sugar Bliss, spoke this morning 
on WGN Radio about how being a vendor at McCormick Place has helped her scale up her business. She was very 
expressive about working with them and encouraged other M/WBE businesses to explore the opportunity. 
 
Ms. Clark stated customer engagement is always critically important. Recently, MPEA senior staff members have had 
some good opportunities to connect with their clients. Two weeks ago, MPEA was included in the Choose Chicago 
Customer Advisory Board mid-year update. It seems that “nervously optimistic” is the most common phrase among 
their customers right now. They are generally feeling good, but there are concerns surrounding uncertain factors totally 
out of our customers’ control. 
 
International attendance continues to be a struggle, especially from Canada and Europe, both due to costs and the 
political climate in the U.S. Europe gets a large majority of its jet fuel from the Middle East, and they could run out 
within just a few months, so they are seeing widespread cancellations. As just one example, Lufthansa -- a major airline 
with multiple daily direct flights between O’Hare and Germany -- is cancelling 20,000 flights through October. 
 
However, it is not all grim news. Attendance is generally strong, and in some cases, the campus has even had record-
breaking events. One interesting trend is that while attendance is good, people are waiting a lot longer than usual to 
make their travel plans. One recent show had 40% of their professional registration come just four weeks out. MPEA’s 
customers are adapting, for example, IMTS is also going to begin promoting local attendance sooner to strengthen 
registration numbers, and they will adapt with them. 
 
Ms. Clark reported on the topic of client engagement, Ms. Kievit, and her returned Friday from the 2026 Trade Show 
Executive Fastest 50 Awards & Summit which successfully concluded in Baltimore last week, bringing together leaders 
from across the exhibition industry. The event recognized the strongest growth stories in U.S. trade shows and 
highlighted innovation across associations and independent organizers. McCormick Place customers were proudly 
represented among the honorees, including FABTECH. 
 
It is always a valuable opportunity to engage with their clients—whether at an award ceremony like Fastest 50 or at 
their Customer Advisory Board meeting this month. This level of direct engagement fosters a deeper level of 
understanding where MPEA and its customers can discuss challenges and opportunities in the industry—and how they 
can address them together. 
 
Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for March 2026. 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for March 2026. 
 
Report from McCormick Place Interim General Manager. Mr. Allen reported earlier this month, McCormick Place 
hosted the Adidas Windy City National Qualifier from April 3–5, 2026, a major national youth volleyball tournament. 
The event drew teams and spectators from across the country, reinforcing Chicago’s position as a leading destination 
for large-scale sports tourism. Great Lakes Region of USA Volleyball expected 20,000 visitors and an estimated 
economic impact was just over $35,372,000. As a three-day national qualifier, the tournament generated sustained 
activity that supported hotels, restaurants, and transportation around campus and throughout the city.  
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Mr. Allen reported that McCormick Place hosted Nutanix’s DOT NEXT 2026, the company’s global customer and 
partner conference, held April seventh through the ninth. The multi-day event brought together IT leaders, developers, 
partners, and customers from around the world, positioning Chicago as a hub for large-scale technology and innovation 
conferences. DOT NEXT featured keynotes, hands-on labs, more than 120 breakout sessions, and an exhibition hall, 
driving consistent attendance (more than 5,000 attendees) and on-site activity across the full conference program. 
 
Mr. Allen reported The American Academy of Neurology Annual Meeting 2026 just wrapped up last week. The meeting 
convened neurologists, clinicians, researchers, and industry representatives from around the globe, reinforcing 
Chicago’s role as a premier destination for major medical and scientific conferences. Attendance was expected at 
13,000 but they exceeded that expectation, attributing some of the increased attendance to the destination. The 
Authority is already in discussions about potential future business. 
 
Mr. Allen reported in terms of major campus news, MPEA has started on the construction of the escalator in Hall C. 
This was a long-awaited project for some of McCormick Place customers, and he is happy to report everything is on 
track for completion later this summer. 
 
Mr. Allen reported that MPEA has also issued an RFP for a comprehensive Digital Signage Network covering the North, 
South, and West Buildings, along with other spaces including roadways, parking, and pedestrian areas. Customers 
and attendees have requested this for years and it is something they have seen their customers invest in. The staff 
intends to be back to the Board with a proposed contract at the July meeting. These two upgrades are critically 
important to customers, and staff is happy to be moving closer to making them a reality. 
 
Mr. Allen reported that in the next few months the campus will continue to be very busy. Some large, long-standing 
clients have events coming up, like the National Restaurant Show and ASCO. As well as some fast-growing shows, 
like A3 Automate. These events drive multi-day attendance and repeat visitation, generating sustained economic 
activity across hotels, restaurants, and transportation. The mix of medical, trade and professional associations 
highlights the diversity and resilience of the campus event calendar. 
 
Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
 

C1. Consideration of Approval of FY27-29 Financial Plan. 
 
 Moved by Member Mills Clement, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 

present voted approving item C1. 
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sol Flores – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
 

C2.  Consideration of Approval of New Contract for HVAC Parts and Supplies – Groups 1-3. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item C2. 
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Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sol Flores – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
 
C3. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Water Treatment Chemicals and Services.  
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item C3. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sol Flores – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 
C4.  Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Air Wall Repair, Maintenance and Parts.  
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item C4. 
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sol Flores – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
 
D1. New Business. 

 
There was no new business.  

 
D2. Adjournment. 

 
Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member Kukadia, seconded by Member 
Wright, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.     
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Docusign Envelope ID: 5C006693-D813-8E9E-836C-8E8535D337F6



                                 
MPEA Corporate Center 

Corporate Boardroom, 5th Floor 
301 East Cermak Road 

Chicago, IL 60616 
 

6 | M P E A  
M a y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6  

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sol Flores – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  
 
The motion passed. 

 
 
Time meeting adjourned at 9:57 a.m. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
Approved: May 20, 2026    Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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