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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

January 20, 2026 
 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Sam Kukadia; Terrance McGann; 
Michelle Mills Clement; Juan Morado; Sherman Wright 
 
Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief 
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Chief Operating Officer and Interim General Manager; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, 
Controller; Gloria Juarbe, Director of Human Resources; Hilary Barker, Director of Procurement; Jennifer Diaz, 
Assistant General Counsel; Vickee Danz, Senior Director of Development; Alex Buckles, Director of Business Diversity; 
Mary Principato, Administrative Coordinator; Tom Ryan, Senior Director of Plant Operations and Facilities; Emilie 
Yount, Associate Director of Communications; Larry McKinley, Chief Security Officer; Brittany Robbins, Director of 
Marketing & Communications; David Kennedy, General Manager of Entertainment; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity 
Program Manager; Cullyn Doerfler, Senior Sustainability Manager; Joshua Figueroa, Sustainability Manager; Cynthia 
McCafferty, Hawthorne Strategy Group; Jack Lyon, OVG Hospitality; Matt Schalk, Hyatt Regency McCormick Place; 
Didier Luneau, Marriott Marquis; Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; Pat Doerr, HBAC; Kristen Reynolds, Choose Chicago; 
Dustin Arnhem, Choose Chicago; Chris Nelson, OVG Hospitality; Alexander Khazaneh, Cabrera Capital Markets; 
Rufus Purnell, Contractor; Anthony Kinsey, Ramirez & Co., Inc. Maria Calderon, Compliance Officer and Board 
Administrator 
 
General Matters:  
 

A1. Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:12 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.  
 
A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the December 9, 

2025, Regular Board Meeting. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Kukadia, and the remaining members present voted 

to approve item A2. 
 
 Roll call vote. Record as:  

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
 A3. Annual Appointment of MPEA Ethics Enforcer. 
  

A4. Public Comment. 
 

There was no public comment. 
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Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported that in November McCormick Place was named as 
one of 25 Centers of Excellence worldwide by Exhibitor Magazine. Ms. Clark reported that since then, in the next round 
of the Centers of Excellence Awards, McCormick Place was named the best in the world for convention centers above 
1 million square feet. This is a major accomplishment. 
 
Ms. Clark reported shortly after Thanksgiving, she attended a client event in Washington, D.C. with partners at Choose 
Chicago and the Obama Presidential Center. It was a strong success, bringing together key clients and reinforcing 
Chicago’s value as a leading meetings destination. The discussion focused on the positive momentum across 
McCormick Place and throughout the neighborhoods surrounding the campus. Ms. Clark emphasized that MPEA’s 
transition back to direct management has exceeded expectations, with leadership and team enhancements that are 
already strengthening client support and operational performance. Clients were very interested in the updates on 
MPEA’s efforts to manage and reduce production costs, improve efficiency through expanded in-house services, and 
to provide new planning resources to show organizers. Ms. Clark reported they also highlighted the strong fall season 
at McCormick Place, demonstrating continued demand and confidence in Chicago as a host city. Ms. Clark reported 
that looking ahead, they reiterated that they are proactively investing in improvements that respond directly to client 
needs, including hotel renovations and wayfinding enhancements. Overall, the event delivered a clear message: 
Chicago is innovating, welcoming and prepared for the future and MPEA and Choose Chicago are aligned in delivering 
exceptional value to their clients and stakeholders.  
 
Ms. Clark reported demolition officially began last month at the Hyatt for the South Tower phase of the room renovations 
project. Progress has been very smooth, and as of last week, crews had already finished 20 floors of demolition, floors 
14 through 33. The team worked strategically to complete demolition work during low-occupancy valleys in December 
and January, between shows. The first block of new rooms, including premium suites, was completed on Friday. It is 
an extremely complex project, with floors and facilities coming online and offline seemingly every week. 
  
Ms. Clark reported on some recent headlines that include events they are hosting among the top conventions for 
different fields, from C2E2 being a top celebrities and fan event to Automate being a cannot-miss robotics event.  
 
Ms. Clark reported that on Friday, she had the honor of attending the WNBA All Star Weekend Launch Event. All Star 
Weekend will be held in Chicago this summer. Governor Pritzker, Mayor Johnson, Dwyane Wade, and Kara Bachman 
all stressed the importance and impact of sports, particularly women’s sports, to the local economy. Ms. Clark stated 
they are very excited for the city, and the campus, with the Fanfest and Skills competitions happening at Lakeside 
Center and Wintrust Arena. 
 
Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for November and December 2025. 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for December 2025. 
 
Report from McCormick Place Interim General Manager. Mr. Allen reported McCormick Place performed 
winterization tasks in December and still had several events on campus to close out the year. RSNA had about 700 
technical exhibits across about 420,000 square feet, including 126 first-time exhibitors. MASCON returned, one of the 
largest Islamic conventions in the United States, and it continues growing larger every year. There were over 250 
sessions this year, and a bazaar with over 700 booths. The event was very well-attended by thousands of families 
practicing their faith and they welcomed Mayor Johnson on campus during the convention. The Midwest Clinic 
International Band and Orchestra Conference was also back December 16-18th. This was their 17th year with the 
campus; they hosted their event in the West Building. It is very uncommon in the industry for events to utilize the same 
venue for decades at a time, but the campus is proud to be one. Mr. Allen looks forward to the next Midwest Clinic in 
December 2026 – a big anniversary, as it is their 80th year. 
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Mr. Allen reported on Hall C’s escalator project, and it is continuing along on schedule and is on track to finish by the 
end of August, in time for IMTS. The architect, AP Monarch, is fine-tuning the design now that Kone was selected to 
manufacture the escalator. The Authority has also formally engaged with McDonagh Demolition as the first of two 
contractors. They are currently re-routing mechanical, electrical, and plumbing lines that need to be moved to 
accommodate the space for the escalator. They will finish by cutting the hole in the floor. The next step will be bringing 
in a second contractor to install structural support steel, perform electrical work, and finishes.  
 
Mr. Allen reported sustainability has been a major focus of the campus for quite a few years. Mr. Allen reported that 
the campus is recycling millions of pounds of items like carboard, wood, and carpeting every year, and hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of food waste is being repurposed through the Fight2Feed partnership and Grind2Energy 
program. The rooftop garden continued growing produce for use in the kitchens and over 60 pounds of honey was 
harvested from the beehives on campus. The campus earned the Gold Sustainability Certification from the Events 
Industry Council last year. The events industry is not known to be very sustainable, but McCormick Place is proud to 
be a leader in reducing its carbon footprint. 
 
Mr. Allen reported on a couple examples of recent sustainability success stories. RSNA had several new initiatives this 
year. The Front of House staff collected about 900 pounds of compostable material and organics from bins placed on 
the show floor, and the show donated almost 1,200 pounds of food and 2,100 leftover event bags to Fight2Feed. Mr. 
Allen reported they used the campus Oscar units, which help visitors make sure their waste ends up in the correct bin. 
Altogether, these three initiatives made a major impact on the sustainability of this year’s RSNA. 
 
Mr. Allen reported that WEFTEC 2025 received a Platinum Sustainability Certification from the Events Industry Council 
– a huge honor for both WEFTEC and the campus. The last few years, McCormick Place has been working with 
WEFTEC very closely to develop in-depth sustainability plans for each annual event, as well as a tailor-made reporting 
method to help WEFTEC collect sustainability data. Congratulations to WEFTEC, and to the Sustainability team, Cullyn 
Doerfler and Joshua Figueroa. 
 
Mr. Allen reported McCormick Place is starting off 2026 with a very busy first quarter. Some of the largest annual shows 
are coming up, such as the Auto Show, Chicago Dental Society, Inspired Home Show, and C2E2. They expect these 
events to bring over half million people to campus in the first quarter.  
 
Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
 

C1. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Executive Search Firm. 
 
 Moved by Member Wright, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item C1. 
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 
 

C2.  Consideration of Approval of First Amendment to Management Agreement for Banquet and 
Concessions Management. 



                                 
MPEA Corporate Center 

Corporate Boardroom, 5th Floor 
301 East Cermak Road 

Chicago, IL 60616 
 

4 | M P E A  
F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 6  

 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C2. 

 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
 C3. Consideration of Approval of Labor Agreement with Projectionists, Local 110 IATSE. 

  
Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and Member McGann abstained and the 
remaining members present voted approving item C3. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Abstained 

 
 The motion passed. 
 
C4.  Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for HVAC Repair and Maintenance Services. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Kukadia, and the remaining members present voted 

approving item C4. 
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
C5.  Review of FY2025 Annual Business Diversity Report. 
 
D1. New Business. 

 
There was no new business.  
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D2. Adjournment. 
 

Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member 
Mills Clement, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.     
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
 
Time meeting adjourned at 10:46 a.m. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
Approved: February 17, 2026   Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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