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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

December 9, 2025 
 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart; Nina 
Grondin; Sam Kukadia; Juan Morado; Sherman Wright 
 
Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief 
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Chief Operating Officer and Interim General Manager; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, 
Controller; Gloria Juarbe, Director of Human Resources; Jill Kolinski, Deputy General Counsel; Hilary Barker, Director 
of Procurement; Molly Kievit, Executive Director of Commercial Strategy; Jennifer Diaz, Assistant General Counsel; 
Vickee Danz, Senior Director of Development; Alex Buckles, Director of Business Diversity; Mary Principato, 
Administrative Coordinator; Tom Ryan, Senior Director of Plant Operations and Facilities; Larry McKinley, Chief 
Security Officer; Samantha Johnson, Assistant Controller; Alichia Johnson, Director of Labor Relations and Campus 
Operations; Pi Tao Hsu, Director of Treasury and Capital Management; Brittany Robbins, Director of Marketing & 
Communications; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity Program Manager; Colleen Skala, Director of Event Management; 
Cynthia McCafferty, Hawthorne Strategy Group; Matt Schalk, Hyatt Regency McCormick Place; Tom Pascarella, Hyatt 
Regency McCormick Place; Didier Luneau, Marriott Marquis; Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; Pat Doerr, HBAC; Maria 
Prado, Prado Renteria; Patricia Fear, Prado Renteria; Allen Truesdell*, Deloitte & Touche LLP; Maria Calderon, 
Compliance Officer and Board Administrator 
*Teleconference 

 
General Matters:  
 

A1. Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.  
 
A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the November 18, 

2025, Regular Board Meeting. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Kukadia, and the remaining members present voted 

to approve item A2. 
 
 Roll call vote. Record as:  

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
A3. Public Comment. 
 

There was no public comment. 
 
Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported on the events that took place on campus in 
November. Ms. Clark mentioned: AAU Volleyball’s Chi-Town Boys Challenge with over 35,000 attendees; AnitaB’s 
25th Anniversary of Grace Hopper Celebration with over 13,000 attendees; Chicago Urban League’s Golden 
Fellowship Dinner with 2,300 guests; American Honda; and Rockwell Automation. Ms. Clark reported Radiological  
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Society of North America (RSNA) had a successful event with over 35,000 attendees and is currently moving out of 
campus. 
 
Ms. Clark reported she was invited by Choose Chicago to attend an event with customers in Washington, D.C. Ms. 
Clark participated in a panel called “A Collaboration with Choose Chicago” with event organizers.  
 
Ms. Clark reported that Holiday Showcase, the largest association forum, held their annual event at McCormick Place 
and she participated in a panel discussion, “Pathways to the C-Suite.” 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for November 2025. 
 
Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
 

C1. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Manufacturer for New North Building Escalators. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present voted 

approving item C1. 
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 
 

C2.  Report Regarding FY2025 Audited Financial Statements. 
 

 C3. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Integrated Pest Management Services. 
  

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C3. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
 
D1. New Business. 

 
There was no new business.  
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D2. Adjournment. 

 
Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member 
Birnecker Hart, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.     
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Juan Morado – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
 
Time meeting adjourned: 9:24 a.m. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
Approved: January 20, 2026   Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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