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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority
Regular Board Meeting Minutes
October 21, 2025

Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chaitman; Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer,
Dr. Sonat Bimecker Hart; Terrance McGann; Christian Mitchell; Juan Morado; Sherman Wright

Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Chief Operating Officer and Interim General Manager; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves,
Controller; Gloria Juarbe, Director of Human Resources; Jill Kolinski, Deputy General Counsel; Hilary Barker, Director
of Procurement; Alex Buckles, Director of Supplier Diversity; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity Program Manager;
Molly Kievit, Executive Director of Commercial Strategy; Jennifer Diaz, Assistant General Counsel; Vickee Danz,
Senior Director of Development; Mary Principato, Administrative Coordinator, Emilie Yount, Associate Director of
Communications; Alichia Johnson, Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; Tom Ryan, Senior Director of
Plant Operations and Facilities; Larry McKinley, Chief Security Officer; David Kennedy, General Manager of
Entertainment; Pi Tao Hsu, Director of Treasury and Capital Management; Brittany Robbins, Director of Marketing &
Communications; Jack Lyon, OVG Hospitality; Cynthia McCafferty, Hawthorne Strategy Group; Matt Schalk, Hyatt
Regency McCormick Place; Tom Pascarella, Hyatt Regency McCormick Place; Didier Luneau, Marriott Marquis; Pat
Doerr, HBAC; Rufus Purnell, Contractor; Bob lsrael, SOCC; Samantha Costanzo, Huntington; Steve Abbey,
Huntinglon; Rupi Jain, Huntington; Kyle Sneed, Hunlinglon; Maria Calderon, Compliance Officer and Board
Administrator

General Matters:
Al. Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.

A2, Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the September
23, 2025, Regular Board Meeting.

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birmnecker Hart, and the remaining members present
voted to approve item A2,

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes Terrance McGann - Yes
Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes Christian Mitchell - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes | Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.
A3 Consideration of Approval of the 2026 Board Meeting Schedule.

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members present
voted to approve item A3,

Roll call vote, Record as:

| Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman — Yes | Terrance McGann - Yes |
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Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes Christian Mitchell - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasuret - Yes | Juan Morado — Yes
Dr. Sonat Bimecker Hart - Yes Sherman Wright — Yes

The motion passed.
Ad. Public Comment.
There was no public comment.

Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported that Chicago was once again voted the Best Big City
in the U.S. in the Conde Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice Awards. This is the ninth consecutive year attaining this honor,
and it certainly comes at a very important time.

Ms. Clark welcomed Larry McKinley, the new Chief Security Officer for the campus. Mr. McKinley has 26 years of
experience in public safety, security, and emergency response — with past roles including Chief of Police for Gary,
Indiana, and Real-Time Crime Center Administrator with the Gary Police Department. Ms. Clark reported that after an
extensive search, she was pleased to have Mr, McKinley oversee campus security and looks forward to working
alongside him and all the campus partners to ensure a safe, secure, and welcoming atmosphere.

Ms. Clark provided some brief updates about the situation with the National Guard and ICE in Chicago. ICE continues
to operate in the Chicago area, based out of Broadview. As of now, agents have NOT targeted McCormick Place,
campus hotels, or any other hospitality venue throughout the city. The situation is, of course, rapidly evolving, but there
have not been any impacts 1o the campus operations or the broader Chicago events community whatsoever. The
National Guard deployment is blocked for now. Ms. Clark reported that MPEA continues to monitor this, but again,
does not anticipate any impact to the campus or the broader community. MPEA has been fielding calls and emails from
several customers who want to know more about the situation on the ground. Ms. Clark and Kristen Reynolds from
Choose Chicago have distributed two client communications to clients in the upcoming months. Additionally, their
teams have been working closely to help address any concerns, and they have additionally provided talking peints and
FAQs that customers can use with their guests.

Ms. Clark reported in regards to the ongoing federal government shutdown, there have been no material impacts for
campus events. Travelers may occasionally encounter longer wait times, but airports and other forms of travel remain
operational. As with the ICE and National Guard operations, they have been working to answer customers’ questions
about how these national issues could impact their event.

Ms. Clark reported Interim General Manager and COQ, Pat Allen, was recently interviewed by a national NPR reporter
about MPEA’s improvements in bird safety. The story talked about how big buildings struggle with bird collisions, and
Mr. Allen was asked to speak about the incredible success in reducing collisions. MPEA remains very proud of this
accomplishment and even more proud that McCormick Place is being consistently elevated as a national leader in this
space.

Ms. Clark reported on some other great news that was published this month. This summer was a record-breaking
stretch for hotels, which brought in nearly $1 billion in revenue to the city. McCormick Place is a large contributor to
that as it attracts millions of people from all around the world each year.

Ms. Clark reported MPEA ended the summer strong with some wonderful events. FABTECH broke attendance records.
NECA did as welll And this is despite all the negative national headlines about the city. MPEA is playing a very important
role in correcting the narrative.
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Ms. Clark reported that earlier this month, MPEA attended IMEX in Las Vegas, an annual trade show for the events
industry. The team heard valuable insights from many industry leaders. Some of the notable keynotes and events
pertained to the macroeconomics of the industry, the value of human connection, and an events leaders exchange
where industry other event executives shared their knowledge.

Ms. Clark reported that last week, she attended Trade Show Executive's Gold 100 Awards & Summit in Palm Springs,
Califomia. This event offers many opportunities io network with emerging award-winners and to learn about best
practices on the cutting edge of the industry. She was able to spend some time with Bonnie Gurney and Michelle
Edmunson from IMTS, and Rick Simon from United Maintenance.

Ms. Clark reported as part of their continued commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion, the Marriott Marquis hosted
a business diversity showcase earlier this month. The event hosted local diverse businesses and welcomed members
of the public to learn about local entrepreneurs. They had about 200 people attend this event, and they are very hopeful
these vendors made valuable connections that will help them access new opportunities.

Ms. Clark reporied that the Marriott Marquis will host this year's Torch Relay, benefiting the Children’s Miracle Network
and Lurie Children’s Hospital moved to the campus from Soldier Field. MPEA was a proud sponsor of this event, and
the campus was well-represented. There were 210 participants from 10 local Marriott hotels, MPEA, our Hyatt, OVG,
and McCormick Place. In all, this event raised $35,000 for Lurie Children’s Hospital — a new high in both participation
and fundraising!

Ms. Clark reported for the first time since 2021, the Rooftop Garden was part of Open House Chicago, an annual event
that allows members of the public to see buildings or features or buildings they might not normally have access to.
MPEA is always happy to welcome people to the Rooftop Garden to educate them about urtban farming, community
partnerships, and how it is all connected to the circular food economy.

Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for September 2025.
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for September 2025.

Report from General Manager of the Entertainment Division. Mr. Kennedy reported the Entertainment Division
oversees the day-to-day management of the Arie Crown Theater and Wintrust Arena. The full-service team includes
Booking, Box Office, Operations, Event Management, Production, and Marketing.

Mr. Kennedy reported that the Arie Crown Theater, the largest theater in downtown Chicago, has given their team the
opportunity to work on some incredible events throughout the year. It's been a busy year at the Arie Crown Theater,
which continues to host an exciting lineup of multi-day conferences, comedy shows, concers, graduations, and
theatrical performances. This year's highlights featured the Breakthrough T1D Gala, multiple sold-out comedy shows
and concerts, and new partnerships with new promoters.

Mr. Kennedy reported the Chicago Sky had 204,000 plus fans attending games in 2025, up 16 % year-over-year, which
8 were sold out games. The year also marked a milestone with the Chicago Sky's first—ever jersey retirements, honoting
Candace Parker and Allie Quigley. There were 3 million plus viewers for opening night matchup versus Indiana Fever,
making it the highest viewed game in WNBA history (UC}.

Mr. Kennedy reported that the first-ever radio partnership with 670 the Score to broadcast 7 Chicago Sky games.
Expanding local viewership beyond Chicago to Milwaukee, Madison, Champaign, South Bend, Quad Cities, Ft Wayne,
and Rockford. Wintrust Arena is thrilled to be part of the 2026 AT&T WNBA All-Star Game festivities, serving as the
host venue for the 3-Point Contest and the Kia WNBA Skills Challenge. McCormick Place will welcome fans to the
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WNBA Fan Fest at the Lakeside Center, creating an exciting weekend of basketball. There were 22 community events,
serving around 13,420 Chicagoland youth.

Mr. Kennedy reported that they welcomed several new event promoters to Wintrust Arena this past year, including Jam
Productions. Their sold-out Sessanta show was a highlight of the season. This past year, Wintrust Arena hosted more
than 140G exciting events, welcoming thousands of guests through its doors. Among these, over 10 shows were sold
out — including several that sold out across two cansecutive days, highlighting the arena’s growing popularity as a
premier entertainment destination. Wintrust Arena has continued to grow in popularity as a top destination for K-pop
performances and high-energy DJ concerts. The arena also infroduced a new type of sporting event to the venue,
professional freestyle wrestling, further showcasing the arena’s versatility and wide appeal.

Mr. Kennedy reported that Wintrust Arena is more than a premier destination for sporling events and concers. It also
serves large—scale comorate gatherings, welcoming more than 20,000 attendees across multi-day events. The arena
continues to demonstrate its strong commitment to the community by hosting and supporting numerous charitable
meetings and events throughout the year. A highlight of the year included a charity event at Wintrust Arena supporting
the fight against cancer, featuring Will Ferrell and several other celebrities.

Mr. Kennedy reported the DePaul basketball season is here, and excitement is building. Fan attendance continues to
grow, and new talent has been added to the roster—setiing the stage for an exciling season ahead at Wintrust Arena.
DePaut continues to elevate fan experience with lively concourse activations, impactful sponsorships, and interactive
fan engagement activities. After leading DePaul Women's Basketball for nearly 40 years, Head Coach Doug Bruno
has decided to step down, transitioning into a new role as Special Assistant to the Vice President / Director of Athletics
for Women'’s Basketball. Taking over as Head Coach is Jill Pizzotti, a seasoned coaching veteran with over 30 years
of experience, who has served as DePaul's lead recuiter and guard coach since 2011. Mr. Kennedy reported on
DePaul's South Loop Spends for FY 2022 — FY2025, DePaul has contributed $145,000 to local restaurants and $1
million to local hotels, supporting the community and strengthening the local economy.

Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements:
C1. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Strategic Communications Consultant.

Moved by Member Ramirez, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present
voled approving item C1.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman — Yes Terrance McGann — Yes
Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes Christian Mitchell - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes | Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.
C2. Consideration of Approval of New Master Professional Services Contracts for Professional Design,
Engineering, & Consulting Services.

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present voted
approving item C2.

Roll call vote. Record as:

4|MPEA
NMovember 18, 2025



<

LA MR 4 LSO T BT
+ e

C4.

Cs.

MPEA Corporate Center
Corporate Boardroom, Sth Floor
301 East Cermak Road
Chicago, IL 60616

Jelirey Bethke, Chairman - Yes

Terrance McGann - Yes

Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes

Christian Mitchell - Yes

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes

Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes

Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.

Consideration of Approval of New Contracts for Website Redesign and Development.

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present voted

approving item C3.

Rolf call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes

Terrance McGann - Yes

Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes

Christian Mitchell - Yes

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes

Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Bimecker Hart — Yes

Sherman Wright — Yes

The motion passed.

Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Record Storage and Retrieval Services.

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birmecker Hart, and the remaining members present

voted approving item C4.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman — Yes

Terrance McGann - Yes

Don Villar, Vice Chairman — Yes

Christian Mitchell - Yes

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes

Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart — Yes

Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.

Consideration of Approval of Fiscal Year 2026 Affirmative Action Plan.

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present voted

approving item C5.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes

Terrance McGann - Yes

Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes

Christian Mitchell - Yes

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer - Yes

Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes

Sherman Wright - Yes
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The motion passed.
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Consideration of Approval of Financing Proposal Consideration for Hyatt Guestroom Renovation

Project.

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present voted

approving item C8.

Roll cali vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman — Yes

Terrance McGann - Yes

Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes

Christian Mitchell - Yes

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer - Yes

Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hait - Yes

Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.

Consideration of Approval of Sole Source Contract for Fire Alarm Materials and Equipment.

Moved by Member Ramirez, seconded by Member Bimecker Hart, and the remaining members

present voted approving item C7.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes

Terrance McGann - Yes

Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes

Christian Mitchell - Yes

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer — Yes

Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes

Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.

Consideration of Approval of Increase Not-to-Exceed for Door and Door Hardware — Categories 2-

10.

Moved by Member Bimecker Hart, seconded by Member Villar, and the remaining members present

voted approving item C8.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman - Yes

Terrance McGann — Yes

Don Viliar, Vice Chairman — Yes

Christian Mitchell - Yes

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer - Yes

Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart — Yes

Sherman Wright - Yes

The motion passed.

Chairman Bethke left at 10:20 a.m.

Noevember 18,
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D1, New Business.
There was no new business.
D2. Adjournment.

Vice Chairman Villar moved fo adjourn the meeting moved by Member Ramirez, seconded by
Member Morado, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.

Roll call vote. Record as:

Don Villar, Vice Chairman - Yes Christian Mitchell - Yes
Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer - Yes | Juan Morado - Yes

Dr. Sonat Bimecker Hart - Yes Sherman Wright — Yes
Terrance McGann - Yes

The motion passed.

Time meeting adjourned: 10:25 a.m.

Approved: November 18, 2025 Secretary/Treasurer pr fssistant Secretary
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