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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

July 22, 2025 
 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart*/**; Nina 
Grondin; Sam Kukadia; Terrance McGann; Michelle Mills Clement; Sherman Wright 
*Teleconference/**Joined at 9:24 a.m. 

 
Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief 
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Chief Operating Officer and Interim General Manager; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, 
Controller; Gloria Juarbe, Director of Human Resources; Jill Kolinski, Deputy General Counsel; Hilary Barker, Director 
of Procurement; Pi Tao Hsu, Director of Treasury and Capital Management; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity Program 
Manager; Molly Kievit, Executive Director of Commercial Strategy; Brittany Robbins, Director of Marketing and 
Communications; Alex Buckles, Director of Supplier Diversity; Jennifer Diaz, Assistant General Counsel; David 
Kennedy, General Manager of Entertainment; Vickee Danz, Senior Director of Development; Jill Pirtle, Executive 
Assistant to the CEO; Mary Principato, Administrative Coordinator; Jack Lyon, OVG Hospitality; Cynthia McCafferty, 
Hawthorne Strategy Group; Matt Schalk, Hyatt Regency McCormick Place; Didier Luneau, Marriott Marquis; Pat Doerr, 
HBAC; Rufus Purnell, Contractor; Kristen Reynolds, Choose Chicago; Dustin Arnhem, Choose Chicago; Lisa Nucci, 
Choose Chicago; Bob Israel, How Can I Help You, LLC; Anthony Kinsey, Ramirez & Co., Inc.; Maria Calderon, 
Compliance Officer and Board Administrator 
 
General Matters: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to permit Members Birnecker Hart and Grondin to participate 
via teleconference. Upon motion made by Member Villar and seconded by Member McGann, the remaining members 
present unanimously voted to pass the motion. 
 

A1. Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.  
 
A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the May 21, 2025, 

Regular Board Meeting. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members present 

voted to approve item A2. 
 
 Roll call vote. Record as:  

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
A3. Public Comment. 
 

Public Comment. Mr. Israel, Executive Director of Save Our Community Coalition, stated he wanted to address the 
Board to thank MPEA for hearing their concerns. Chairman Bethke thanked Mr. Israel for his remarks. 
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Executive Session: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to convene in Executive Session to discuss items B1 and 
B2. Upon motion duly made by Member Mills Clement, seconded by Member Kukadia, and the remaining members 
present unanimously voted to convene in Executive Session.  
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
 

C1. Consideration of Approval of Contract Amendment for Guaranteed Energy Performance Contract. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present voted 

approving item C1. 
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
 

C2.  Consideration of Resolution No. MPEA 25-05 A Resolution Adopting the Personnel Code for the 
Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority and Designating Corporate Officers. 

 

 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item C2. 

 
Roll call vote. Record as: 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 

C3. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Fire Pump Inspection Services. 
  

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Kukadia, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C3. 
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Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 
C4. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Electrical Supplies. 

 
Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Villar, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C4. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 

C5. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Annual Hoist Inspection & Motor Control Repair.  
 

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item C5. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 
C6. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Explosive Detection Canine Services. 
 

Moved by Member Mills Clement, seconded by Member Wright, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item C6. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  
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 The motion passed. 
 
C7. Consideration of Approval of Sole Source Contract for Handheld Portable and Mobile Radio 

Purchases, Repair Services and Miscellaneous Parts.  
 

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C7. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 

Member Grondin left at 9:45 a.m. 
 

Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported on the upcoming events at McCormick Place. Ms. 
Clark reported the campus has a very strong and diverse calendar over the next month ranging from public events to 
scientific and corporate meetings. Ms. Clark reported that the Chicago Federation of Labor annual luncheon will take 
place in August. Ms. Clark reported the rest of the campus is also busy. Wintrust Arena has several events on top of a 
healthy schedule of at-home Sky games, and Atif Aslam, a very popular Pakistani musician, is playing a show at Arie 
Crown Theater in September. 
 
Ms. Clark reported that MPEA continues to monitor the impact of international travel trends. There is a great degree of 
uncertainty among international travelers due to the United States’ political climate. MPEA is committed to being a 
welcoming destination for travelers of all backgrounds, these issues are close to home for them. In the last month, 
MPEA hosted U.S. Travel’s IPW 2025 event and the Destinations International annual convention. During these shows, 
MPEA had great opportunities to gauge how their customers and industry partners are grappling with these turbulent 
times. Both events were incredibly successful, Chicago really shined in front of these guests. A big kudos for Choose 
Chicago for their hard work, especially with IPW. IPW is an incredibly important event for leisure travel.  
 
Ms. Clark reported that the Authority has continued to keep a close eye on how the federal policies are impacting 
shows. Ms. Clark reported that MPEA has not seen any major changes or consistent trends. MPEA continues to see 
a strong pipeline of new business and have not had any shows cancel due to the political changes. To put that in 
context, a recent article noted that DC has had 7 shows cancel and 34 shows remove DC from consideration. In terms 
of show performance, it varies based on the industry. There is not a consistent trend. Some shows set records this 
spring and summer, while others have had lower than expected attendance. In general, the sectors most impacted are 
research and education, government, and international. So, for shows that have a high number of attendees in those 
areas, the impact is felt much more. Ms. Clark reported seeing a trend where the ‘decision to attend’ is occurring much 
later than it has historically. Ms. Clark reported there is a Customer Advisory Board meeting in early August and expect 
this will be a topic of discussion. 
 
Ms. Clark took a moment to applaud some of the recognition McCormick Place is receiving in the media. A New York 
Times article, “50 States, 50 Fixes” series that highlights a climate solution from each state. McCormick Place was 
chosen as the sole solution to be highlighted for Illinois, thanks to the bird safety improvements at Lakeside Center. As 
a reminder, collisions decreased by about 95% after the bird-safe window film was installed. The narrative around the 
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birds has definitely changed, in fact, Hawthorne Strategy Group, their PR agency, has received a national award for 
the shift in media sentiment. It has been a long journey, but it is gratifying to be at a place where McCormick Place is 
viewed as a positive example nationally. 
 
Ms. Clark reported there was a wonderful feature in Block Club Chicago about Ida’s Artisan Ice Cream, McCormick 
Place’s exclusive ice cream vendor. Not only did this story showcase a wonderful local business, but it also showed 
how small businesses can use McCormick Place as an integral part of their growth. The hospitality vice president Jack 
Lyon also spoke with the reporter about their partnership with Ida. Ms. Clark reported she was very hopeful that by 
spreading these success stories, MPEA can attract more diverse local businesses as part of its ongoing supplier 
diversity efforts.  
 
Ms. Clark reported Pat Allen had an interview last week with Trade Show Executive. Mr. Allen spoke with the reporter 
about how to keep attendees safe during heat waves. It is an important reminder that while MPEA’s mission is to create 
economic impact for the region, that cannot be accomplished without protecting  event attendees. Ms. Clark reported 
on some recent headlines from highly respected travel and events publications.  She stated that everything done on 
campus has an immense impact on Chicago’s international travel reputation. 
 
Ms. Clark reported she was very excited to announce that McCormick Place has achieved Gold Level Certification from 
the Events Industry Council’s Sustainable Event Standards, advancing from Silver in just one year. This reflects a 
strong commitment to sustainability across energy use, food service, and event operations. Key initiatives noted in the 
certification include the rooftop garden, food rescue partnerships like Fight 2 Feed, wind-powered electricity and 
protections for migratory birds. The certification was independently verified by the Alliance for Audited Media, 
underscoring transparency and accountability.  
 
Additionally, McCormick Place was honored with the Smart Stars 2025 Award for Best Convention Center, a recognition 
voted on by meeting planners and industry professionals, reflecting its excellence in service, amenities, and overall 
event experience. The venue also earned the GBAC STAR Accreditation — the gold standard for facilities in cleaning, 
disinfection, and infectious disease prevention — further demonstrating its commitment to health, safety, and 
operational excellence. 
 
Ms. Clark reported McCormick Place has officially returned to self-management under MPEA, and the transition has 
already been completed smoothly, with strong continuity and minimal disruption. Approximately 90% of OVG 
employees have transitioned to MPEA, ensuring consistency and stability across the MPEA workforce. MPEA will 
celebrate this new chapter: stronger together, at the employee event on July 30 and look forward to continued 
collaboration across the campus.  
 
Ms. Clark report Pat Allen and her are traveling to Dallas to meet with Informa leadership to discuss potential business 
opportunities in Chicago. McCormick Place was the only destination invited to this meeting, reflecting the strategic 
importance of the relationship. Additionally, last week, Ms. Clark attended the NAACP national convention in North 
Carolina to engage with key national stakeholders. These meetings underscore the importance of these partnerships, 
and Ms. Clark expects to pursue more initiatives like this moving forward.  
 
Ms. Clark reported the campus continues to be involved in the community. Lasagna Love, a grassroots nonprofit 
focused on delivering homemade lasagnas to families in need, approached McCormick Place for space to have a 
lasagna making day in one of their kitchens. A big thanks to Jack Lyons for helping to make it happen, he also 
connected Lasagna Love with Fight to Feed. On Saturday, Lasagna Love set up operations in the West Kitchen and 
made over 100 lasagnas, which will feed more than 600 people. This collaboration highlights the shared commitment 
to addressing food insecurity through community-driven action. Ms. Clark reported that the Authority is proud to support 
organizations making a direct impact on the lives of those facing hardship. Events like this strengthen local partnerships 
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and demonstrate the power of collective efforts in fighting hunger. McCormick Place is proud to have opened its doors 
to Lasagna Love while its staff carried out the ambitious mission of delivering 50,000 lasagnas nationwide throughout 
the month of July in honor of National Lasagna Day, which is on July 29. 
 
Ms. Clark introduced Choose Chicago’s new CEO, Kristen Reynolds. It is critical that the organizations work closely 
together. Choose Chicago has been working on a new brand for the city. It was unveiled in June, at the Wintrust Arena, 
just before IPW. Never Done, Never Outdone is the new brand and they think it does a great job capturing Chicago. 
Lisa Nucci, Choose Chicago’s CMO and her team created a great video that encapsulates the brand essence, and 
they will play it. There is also a video in the works geared specifically to meetings and events. 
 
Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for May 2025 and the preliminary financial 
results for June 2025. 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for May 2025 and the preliminary tax 
collections for June 2025. 

 

E1. New Business. 
 
There was no new business.  
 

E2. Consideration of Resolution No. MPEA 25-06 Executive Compensation. 
 

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item E2. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 

E3. Consideration of Approval of Executive Session Minutes of the May 21, 2025 Regular Board Meeting. 
 
 Moved by Member Birnecker Hart, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members 

present voted approving item E3.  
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 

 
E3. Adjournment. 
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Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member Mills Clement, seconded by 
Member McGann, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.     
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
 
Time meeting adjourned: 10:34 a.m. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
Approved: September 23, 2025   Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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