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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
October 22, 2024 9:00 A.M. 

 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke*, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart; Nina 
Grondin*; Sam Kukadia; Terrance McGann; Christian Mitchell; Juan Morado; Sherman Wright 
*Teleconference 

 
Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief 
Financial Officer; Jill Kolinski, Deputy General Counsel; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, Controller; Gloria Juarbe, Director 
of Human Resources; Hilary Barker, Director of Procurement; Pi Tao Hsu, Director of Treasury and Capital 
Management; Vickee Danz, Capital Finance Manager; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity Program Manager; Emilie 
Yount, Associate Director of Communications; Alichia Johnson, Assistant Director of Labor Relations and Campus 
Operations; Tom Ryan, Director of Campus and Plant Operations; Cynthia McCafferty, Hawthorne Strategy Group; 
Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; Dustin Arnheim, Choose Chicago; Pat Doerr, HBAC; Maria Calderon, Compliance Officer 
and Board Administrator 
 
General Matters: Vice Chairman Villar asked for a motion to permit Members Bethke and Grondin to participate via 
teleconference. Upon motion duly made by Member Kukadia and seconded by Member Wright, the remaining members 
present unanimously voted to pass the motion. 
 

A1. Roll Call: MPEA Vice Chairman Villar, called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and Ms. Calderon 
called roll.  

 

A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the September 
24, 2024 Regular Board Meeting. 

 
 Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 

present voted to approve item A2. 
 

 Roll call vote. Record as:  
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes    

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes 
 

The motion passed. 
 
 A3. Consideration of Approval of the 2025 MPEA Board Meeting Schedule. 
 

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item A3. 
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
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Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes    

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 

 

 A4. Public Comment. 
 
  There was no public comment. 
 
Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported Chicago was voted Best Big City in the US 8 years 
in a row, it is great news for the city and great momentum. 
 
Ms. Clark reported MPEA’s partner, Choose Chicago, released an economic impact report that proved just how 
impactful the DNC event was. The report found that the DNC surpassed expectations for citywide impact: The total 
economic impact was $370 million. Additionally, the event supported over 3,200 jobs – many of them on campus. The 
DNC greatly benefited the City and State, generating almost $29 million in state and local tax revenue. About 50,000 
people from all around the world visited Chicago, many were first-time visitors. Thousands of visitors experienced the 
McCormick Place campus and tens of millions of people around the world saw Chicago in a positive light as members 
of the media explored the campus and city. 
 
Ms. Clark reported she returned to Las Vegas earlier this month for IMEX America, North America’s largest trade show 
for the meetings, events, and the incentive travel industry. IMEX gathers a large concentration of corporate decision-
makers, offering MPEA a unique chance to engage directly to secure future business on the McCormick Place campus. 
MPEA was represented by Ms. Clark and Sr. Director of Campus Sales, Ms. Kievit, alongside campus partners from 
Hyatt and Marriott Corporate, and partners at Choose Chicago, whose booth hosted more than 250 appointments. The 
2024 event attracted more than 15,000 attendees, and brings significant global exposure and opportunities for MPEA.  
IMEX is a terrific opportunity to highlight McCormick Place’s flexibility, sustainability, and cutting-edge technology, 
positioning the Convention Center as the ideal venue for events of any size or scale. 
 
Ms. Clark reported by attending IMEX, MPEA was also able to see top competitors in action. Exhibitors at this year’s 
event included hotel groups, event technology providers, convention bureaus, incentive travel buyers, airlines 
and event management agencies, and many more industry specialists. MPEA and their partners not only elevated 
McCormick Place’s profile but also strengthened Chicago’s position as a premier meetings hub. 
 
Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for September 2024. 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for September 2024. 
 
Report from McCormick Place General Manager. Mr. Thomas reported the event highlights that took place on 
campus in September and October: International Manufacturing Technology Show; NCTM Annual Meeting & 
Exposition; North American Spine Society 2024 Annual Meeting; ASTC 2024 Annual Conference; Neuroscience; Bank 
of America Chicago Marathon Health & Fitness Expo; Shoptalk Fall; American Academy of Ophthalmology Annual 
Meeting; Chicago Build Expo; Society of Women Engineers Annual Conference. 
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Mr. Thomas reported the International Manufacturing Technology Show was held from September 9-14 in the North, 
South, West, & Lakeside Center Buildings with a total of attendees of 89,020 and more than 40 million pounds of 
machinery. Mr. Thomas reported 14, 713 students attended IMTS’ Smartforce Student Summit. Mr. Thomas reported 
Bank of America Chicago Marathon was held from October 10-12 in Lakeside Center with an estimated attendance of 
141,500. 
 
Mr. Thomas reported the following event took place at Wintrust Arena: Sweetest Day Comedy Jam in October, which 
was a sold-out event featuring Nephew Tommy, Bill Bellamy, Luenell, Tony Roberts, Tommy Davidson and Mark Curry. 
 
Mr. Thomas reported the following event took place at Arie Crown Theater: One More Time in October, which featured 
The O'Jays, The Whispers and The Dramatics.   
 
Mr. Thomas reported on upcoming events: Chicago Build (October 22-23) with an estimated 6, 000 attendees in 
Lakeside Center; Society of Women Engineers Annual Conference (October 24-25) with an estimated 9,000 attendees 
In the West Building; PACK EXPO International (November 3-6) with an estimated 70,000 attendees in the South, 
North, West and Lakeside Center Buildings; American Heart Association Scientific Sessions (November 15-18) with 
an estimated 9,000 attendees in the South and North Buildings; Microsoft Ignite (November 19-22) with an estimated 
10,000 attendees in the West Building; and Radiological Society of North America (December 1-5) with an estimated 
39,270 attendees in the South, North, Lakeside Center and Arie Crown Theater Buildings. 
 
Mr. Thomas reported on upcoming events at Wintrust Arena: Chicagoland Sports Hall of Fame (October 23) and 
Swedish House Mafia hosted by Will Ferrell (October 26). 
 
Mr. Thomas reported on upcoming events at Arie Crown Theatre: Nikos Vertis (November 16) and DeRay Davis’ 
Funny and Famous Chi Town Comedy Countdown (December 31). 
 
Mr. Thomas reported McCormick Place supported Breast Cancer Awareness Month with a “Wear It Pink Day” 
celebration for October 18. 
 
Executive Session: Vice Chairman Villar asked for a motion to convene in Executive Session to discuss items C1, C2 
and C3. Upon motion duly made by Member Wright, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members 
present unanimously voted to convene in Executive Session.  
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes    

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Nina Grondin – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Sam Kukadia – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 

 
Chairman Bethke and Member Grondin had to leave the board meeting. 
 
Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
 

D1. Consideration of Approval of Amendment to Management Agreement for Hyatt Regency McCormick 
Place-Chicago. 
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 Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Wright, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D1. 

 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
 The motion passed. 
 

D2.  Consideration of Approval of New Reference Contract for Information Technology Solutions Products 
and Services. 

 

 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item D2. 

 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 
 

The motion passed. 
 

D3. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Unemployment Compensation Services. 
  

Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D3. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
 The motion passed. 

 
D4. Consideration of Review of Confidential Executive Session Minutes. 
  

Moved by Member Kukadia, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D4. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
 The motion passed. 
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D5. Consideration to End Retention of Verbatim Audio Recordings of Executive Session Minutes. 
  

Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D5. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 
 

 The motion passed. 
 

D6. Consideration of Approval of Labor Agreement: Theatrical Stage Employees Union Local 2 IATSE 
(Industrial) 

  

Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item D6. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 
 

 The motion passed. 
 

D7. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Maintenance of Building Automation System 
(Energy Center). 

 

 Moved by Member Birnecker Hart, seconded by Member Mitchell, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item D7. 

 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 
 

 The motion passed. 
 

D8. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Maintenance of Building Automation System 
(South Building). 

 

 Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item D8. 

 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 
 

  The motion passed. 
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D9. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Maintenance of Building Automation System 

(North Building). 
 

Moved by Member Mitchell, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D9.  
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
  The motion passed. 
 

D10. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Maintenance of Building Automation System 
(East Building). 

 
Moved by Member Birnecker Hart, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item D10. 

  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
  The motion passed. 
 

D11. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Maintenance of Building Automation System 
(Wintrust Arena). 

 
Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Mitchell, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D11. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 
 

D12. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Maintenance of Building Automation System 
(Corporate Center). 

 
Moved by Member Birnecker Hart, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item D12. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   
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Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 

 
D13. Consideration of Approval of Reference Contract for Framing Board and Lumber. 
 

Moved by Member Birnecker Hart, seconded by Member Mitchell, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item D13. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 

 
D14. Consideration of Approval of Reference Contract for Carpet Floor Mats, Carpet Tiles, Vinyl Tile, 

Supplies and Accessories. 
 

Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Mitchell, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D14. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 
 

E1. New Business. 
 

There was no new business.  
 

E2. Consideration of Approval of Executive Session Minutes of the June 18, 2024 Regular Board 
Meeting. 

 
Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item E2. 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 
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D2. Adjournment. 
 

Vice Chairman Villar moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member McGann, seconded by 
Member Morado, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.     
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes   

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes   

Sam Kukadia – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 

 
Time meeting adjourned: 10:29 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

      __________________________________ 
Approved: November 19, 2024   Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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