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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

February 25, 2025 
 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart; Nina 
Grondin*; Sam Kukadia; Christian Mitchell; Sherman Wright 
* Teleconference 

 

Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief 
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Senior Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, 
Controller; Gloria Juarbe, Director of Human Resources; Samantha Johnson, Assistant Controller; Molly Kievit, Senior 
Director of Campus Sales; Pi Tao Hsu, Director of Treasury and Capital Management; Hilary Barker, Director of 
Procurement; Ryan Aderman, Intergovernmental Liaison; Vickee Danz, Capital Finance Manager; Emilie S. Yount, 
Associate Director of Communications; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity Program Manager; Alichia Johnson, 
Assistant Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; Cynthia McCafferty, Hawthorne Strategy Group; 
Jonathon Sadowski, Hawthorne Strategy Group; Rich Gamble, Choose Chicago; Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; Dustin 
Arnheim, Jack Lyon, OVG Hospitality; Brittany Robbins, McCormick Place; Matt Schalk, Hyatt Regency McCormick 
Place; Didier Luneau, Marriott Marquis; Carlos Pineiro, RBC; Pat Doerr, HBAC; Maria Calderon, Compliance Officer 
and Board Administrator 
 

General Matters: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to permit Member Grondin to participate via teleconference. 
Upon motion made by Member Mitchell and seconded by Member Kukadia, the remaining members present 
unanimously voted to pass the motion. 
 

A1. Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.  
 

A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the December 10, 
2024, Regular Board Meeting. 

 

 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mitchell, and the remaining members present voted 
to approve item A2. 

 

 Roll call vote. Record as:  
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
 

Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
 

B1. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Financial Advisory Services. 
 

 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item B1. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

  
The motion passed. 
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B2.  Consideration of Approval of Resolution No. MPEA 25-01 for Reimbursement of Expenditures for 
Hyatt Guestroom Renovation Project.  

 
 Moved by Member Mitchell, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 

present voted approving item B2. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
B3. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Hosting and Services Agreement. 
  

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item B3. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
 
B4. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Marketing, Sales, and Services Agreement. 
  

Moved by Member Mitchell, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item B4. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
 
B5. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Overhead Door and Emergency Services. 
  

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mitchell, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item B5. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
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B6. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Door and Door Hardware – Categories 2-10. 
  

Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Wright, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item B6. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
 
B7. Consideration of Approval of Reference Contract for Uniform Purchase.  
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item B7. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
 
B8. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Antenna License Agreement. 
 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item B8. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
  The motion passed. 
  

B9. Consideration of Approval of Resolution No. MPEA 25-02 McCormick Place Management. 
 
 Moved by Member Kukadia, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 

present voted approving item B9. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Nina Grondin – Yes  

 
  The motion passed. 
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 C1. Public Comment. 
 
  There was no public comment. 
 
Report Regarding FY 2024 Audited Financial Statements.  
 
Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported February and March are shaping up to be highly 
active months on campus, with every building seeing significant events at different points during this period. In 
February, the campus had the Chicago Auto Show, Salesforce, and Chicago Dental Society, just to name a few. Ms. 
Clark reported the events are projected to bring more than 113,000 attendees. Ms. Clark reported the campus 
anticipates the spring will be very successful as well. 
 
Ms. Clark reported they have an exciting lineup at Wintrust Arena and Arie Crown Theater over the next couple of 
months. Critical Role, an event in April, is already sold out at Wintrust Arena! Ms. Clark stated these upcoming events 
at McCormick Place, Wintrust Arena, and Arie Crown Theater show the full diversity of the campus. The campus does 
not only host trade shows and expositions, but corporate meetings, podcast live shows, music festivals, wrestling 
matches, comedy shows, and so much more. Ms. Clark stated she was proud of the teams for continuing to attract 
events of all types and showing why the campus is one of the most versatile event locations in the world. Ms. Clark 
reported that Wintrust Arena continues to have impressive growth. Last WNBA season, the Chicago Sky set attendance 
records and are seeing similar success this season for DePaul’s men’s and women’s teams.  
 
Ms. Clark reported it was wonderful to welcome back the Chicago Auto Show team in February for the 117th edition of 
this Chicago tradition. Ms. Clark reported she did her fair share of walking the show floor, seeing all the latest 
developments in the auto industry. Ms. Clark reported she delivered introductory remarks for a panel discussion during 
the Auto Show media day. Hosted by the City Club of Chicago, this panel brought together auto industry leaders as 
well as Lieutenant Governor Julianna Stratton. It was a powerful reminder of the significance of the Auto Show not just 
to the campus, but also to the City, State, and the nation’s auto industry. Ms. Clark reported that she met with 
Congressman Danny Davis when he visited the campus to discuss important topics relevant to McCormick Place and 
inform him of the impact the campus makes on the City and State economy. Ms. Clark reported she accompanied 
Congressman Davis on a tour of the Auto Show so he could see the campus in action. 
 
Ms. Clark reported at the end of last year, Ms. Mrowiec, who had been General Manager of the Marriott Marquis 
Chicago since it opened, retired. Ms. Mrowiec truly laid a great foundation for the hotel and helped it become an integral 
part of the campus. Looking to the future, Ms. Clark stated she remained very optimistic and excited to welcome Didier 
Luneau as the new general manager of the Marriott Marquis. Mr. Luneau joined the Marriott Marquis in January after 
spending the last five years as general manager of the Westin Michigan Avenue. Mr. Luneau has extensive experience 
managing hotels in multiple major markets, including Chicago, San Diego, and Calgary.  
 
Ms. Clark reported the Hyatt Regency McCormick Place continues to exemplify excellence at a global level. At the end 
of the year, six Hyatt Regency McCormick Place employees were nominated for Hyatt’s Global Commercial Services 
Awards. The hotel was up against the entire rest of the worldwide Hyatt brand, but they certainly were up to the task. 
No other Hyatt had more than three staff members nominated! Ms. Clark was happy to report that Ms. Gumuls won 
Director of Events of the Year, while Ms. Bunzol won Sales Manager of the Year. Together, they have more than 40 
years of collective experience at the Hyatt Regency McCormick Place. 
 
Ms. Clark stated she would also like to extend a special thanks to Mr. Gonzalez, the Hyatt’s Director of Security, for 
his heroic actions on Christmas. Mr. Gonzalez was off work but stopped by the hotel and just so happened to discover 
a baby who was unresponsive in the lobby. Mr. Gonzalez jumped into action and performed CPR on the baby, saving 
their life and keeping them stable until paramedics arrived for further medical treatment. Ms. Clark congratulated Mr. 
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Schalk and the entire Hyatt team for continuing to show what it means to be leaders on campus. Ms. Clark stated she 
was grateful to have everyone on staff here. 
  
Lastly, Ms. Kievit and Ms. Clark traveled to Houston with their McCormick Place and Choose Chicago colleagues, in 
January to attend the annual PCMA Convening Leaders event. This industry event offers a wonderful chance to 
connect with leaders in other markets and to learn about the latest industry trends. It was an insightful few days and 
they were glad to be able to bring back what they learned to put it into use on the campus. 
 
Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for November, December 2024, and 
January 2025. 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for November, December 2024, and 
January 2025. 
 
Member Mitchell departed at 9:45 a.m. 
 

E1. New Business. 
 
There was no new business.  
 

E2. Adjournment. 
 

Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member Birnecker Hart, seconded by 
Member Villar, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.    
 
Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Nina Grondin – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Sam Kukadia – Yes 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 

 
 
Time meeting adjourned: 10:04 a.m. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
Approved: March 25, 2025    Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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