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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
December 10, 2024 

 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Jorge Ramirez**, 
Secretary/Treasurer; Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart; Sam Kukadia; Terrance McGann; Michelle Mills Clement; Christian 
Mitchell; Juan Morado* 
*Arrived at 9:23 a.m./**Teleconference 

 
Others Present: Larita Clark, Chief Executive Officer; Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief 
Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Senior Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; Jill Kolinski, Deputy General 
Counsel; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, Controller; Molly Kievit, Senior Director of Campus Sales; Pi Tao Hsu, Director 
of Treasury and Capital Management; Mahesh Mohnalkar, Director of Construction Management; Vickee Danz, Capital 
Finance Manager; Emilie S. Yount, Associate Director of Communications; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity Program 
Manager; Alichia Johnson, Assistant Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; Stacey Paul, Project 
Manager; Natalie Moten, McCormick Place; Cynthia McCafferty, Hawthorne Strategy Group; Rich Gamble, Choose 
Chicago; Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; Dustin Arnheim, Choose Chicago; Kevin O’Brien, OVG Hospitality; Jack Lyon, 
OVG Hospitality; Matt Schalk, Hyatt Regency McCormick Place; Jarrod McLauchlin, Hyatt Regency McCormick Place; 
Pat Doerr, HBAC; Jeffrey Pezza, Walsh Construction & Archer Western; Rufus Purnell, Contractor; Maria Calderon, 
Compliance Officer and Board Administrator 
 
General Matters: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to permit Member Ramirez to participate via teleconference. 
Upon motion made by Member Villar and seconded by Member McGann, the remaining members present unanimously 
voted to pass the motion. 
 

A1. Roll Call: Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called roll.  
 

A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes from the November 19, 
2024, Regular Board Meeting. 

 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members present 

voted to approve item A2. 
 

 Roll call vote. Record as:  
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Sam Kukadia – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Terrance McGann – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Christian Mitchell – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
 

 A3. Public Comment. 
 
  There was no public comment. 
 
Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark reported it has been a busy time at McCormick Place and 
Wintrust Arena with a number of events bringing tens of thousands of people to the campus. For example, for Microsoft 
Ignite, 14,000 guests were served during the catered lunch buffet, including more than 750 pre-ordered or special 
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dietary meals prepared by the McCormick Place culinary team, on each day of the event. Ms. Clark reported Hyatt 
Regency McCormick Place had seven straight days with occupancy above 98%. 
 
Ms. Clark reported Ms. Mroweic will be retiring in January. Ms. Mroweic been with the Marriott Marquis since the first 
day they opened. Ms. Mroweic built her team and guided the property through COVID. Ms. Clark reported she was 
grateful for all Ms. Mroweic brought to the campus and for her leadership. Didier Luneau, currently General Manager 
of The Westin Hotel on Michigan Avenue, will replace Ms. Mroweic as General Manager of the Marriott Marquis and 
Ms. Mroweic will assist in ensuring a smooth transition. 
 
Ms. Clark reported that the Hyatt Regency McCormick Place leadership team has received more awards. Ralph 
Sengco, Executive Sous Chef at Hyatt Regency McCormick Place, has been an indispensable part of the hotel’s 
culinary success since 2015. A graduate of The Illinois Institute of Art Culinary School, Mr. Sengco began his journey 
as a Cook 2 and quickly demonstrated his talent and dedication, earning a promotion to Sous Chef in 2018. Mr. Sengco 
played a pivotal role in reopening the hotel post-Covid, showcasing his leadership and resilience, which led to his well-
deserved promotion to Executive Sous Chef in January 2024. This fall, Mr. Sengco competed in Hyatt’s Good Taste 
Series and his exceptional skill earned him 1st Place at Regionals at the Park Hyatt in Washington DC and 3rd Place 
at Hyatt’s Global competition in Mexico City. Congratulations to Chef Ralph. 
 
Ms. Clark reported everyone across the campus takes pride in serving the community and our partnerships with 
Fight2Feed, which operates in the Lakeside Center kitchen is one of which we are most proud. Ms. Clark reported the 
campus partners with them to rescue food waste and deliver homecooked meals to in-need families year-round, the 
holiday season is extra special. The weekend before Thanksgiving, more than 20 MPEA and OVG team members 
joined Fight2Feed volunteers to prepare thousands of Thanksgiving meals to distribute in the community as part of the 
11th annual Fight2Feed Mission and Turkey Drive. Ms. Clark reported she was proud to report the teams supported 
the delivery of more than 2,000 meals thanks to 40 turkeys, 80 pans of green bean casserole, more than 110 packages 
of mushrooms, and many, many more ingredients and dishes. Ms. Clark reported there was a news story from ABC 
Chicago, thanking everyone who made this event a success and congratulating the entire Fight2Feed team for 
continuing to make an incredible impact on Chicago. 
 
Ms. Clark reported this Saturday, the campus will once again welcome Christmas in the Wards to the campus. It is 
always a pleasure to work with these organizers to bring love and cheer to families in need. Through this event, children 
and families from disadvantaged backgrounds are able to experience the magic of the holiday season. These families 
receive not only toys and gifts for their children, but also essentials such as food and clothing. Ms. Clark reported last 
year, 900 families across 40 wards in Chicago benefited from this organization.  
 
Ms. Clark reported an update on the partnership with the Unite Here Chicago Hospitality Institute, UHCHI. This 
partnership began during COVID; UHCHI helps propel people up the culinary career ladder, with training, 
apprenticeship, and support with job placement. UHCHI uses kitchen space at McCormick Place for some of the 
training and, with the hotels, and supported them with apprenticeship and job placement. Ms. Clark reported she was 
honored to be at several of the graduations and tastings for the cohorts over the past few years. Not only is the food 
amazing, but the grit and determination of the students is heartwarming. They have had the opportunity to demonstrate 
their skills in some great places, including the CNN café during the DNC, and the program also hosts important resource 
events such as roundtables on finding good-paying jobs. Ms. Clark presented some photos from their graduation 
ceremony last month. Ms. Clark reported she was also honored to accept, on behalf of the campus, the organization’s 
first-ever Champion Award. This award is a great example of how MPEA’s mission of creating economic opportunities 
manifests in the real world. 
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Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace Nieves presented the financial results for November 2024. 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for November 2024. 
 
Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
 

C1. Consideration of Approval of Reference Contract for Human Capital Management and Management 
Business Solutions. 

 

 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item C1. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 

 
 The motion passed. 
 

C2.  Consideration of Adoption of Resolution No. MPEA 24-05 – Allowing Roth Elected Deferrals by 
Participants in the Deferred Compensation Plan.  

 

 Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item C2. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 

 

C3. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for License Agreement for Use of Office Space at the 
Corporate Center. 

  
Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C3. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 

 
 The motion passed. 
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C4. Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for Marketing, Sales, and Services Agreement. 
  

Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Mitchell, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item C4. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 
 

 The motion passed. 
 

C5. Consideration of Approval of Labor Agreement: Teamsters Local 727 Receiving. 
  

Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Villar, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C5. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 
 

 The motion passed. 
 

C6. Consideration of Approval of New Sole Source Contract for Wintrust Arena Fall Protection System 
Design & Equipment. 

  

Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item C6. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 
 

 The motion passed. 
 

C7. Consideration of Approval of New Sole Source Contract for Lutron Quantum Software Upgrade.  
 

 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Villar, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item C7. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 
 

 The motion passed. 
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C8. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Construction Manager, GMP at Risk for Hyatt 
Regency McCormick Place Renovation of Guestrooms & Corridors – North and South Towers. 

 

 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Birnecker Hart, and the remaining members 
present voted approving item C8. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 
 

  The motion passed. 
  

D1. New Business. 
 

There was no new business.  
 

D2. Adjournment. 
 

Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member 
Birnecker Hart, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.     
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement 

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Christian Mitchell 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart - Yes  Juan Morado 

Sam Kukadia – Yes 

 
The motion passed. 

 
Time meeting adjourned: 9:55 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

      __________________________________ 
Approved: February 25, 2025   Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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