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Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
January 30, 2024 9:00 A.M. 

 
Board Members Present: Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman; Don Villar, Vice Chairman; Jorge Ramirez**/****, 
Secretary/Treasurer; Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart***; Samir Mayekar*; Terrance McGann; Michelle Mills Clement;  
Juan Morado; Sherman Wright 
*Arrived at 9:07 a.m./**Arrived at 9:15 a.m./***Left at 9:57 a.m./****Left at 10:15 a.m. 

 
Others Present: Matthew Simmons, General Counsel; Jason Bormann, Chief Financial Officer; Pat Allen, Senior 
Director of Labor Relations and Campus Operations; Jill Kolinski, Deputy General Counsel; Gloria Juarbe, Director of 
Human Resources; Stephanie Lovelace Nieves, Controller; Pi Tao Hsu, Director of Treasury and Capital Management; 
Hilary Barker, Director of Procurement; Kelsey Rubin, Director of Collection Sales; Tiffany Wright, Business Diversity 
Program Manager; Emilie Yount, Associate Director of Communications; Molly Kievit, Senior Director of Campus Sales; 
Nicol Chervenak, Director of Planning and Program Management; Vickee Danz, Capital Finance Manager; Cynthia 
McCafferty, Hawthorne Strategy Group; Samuel Thomas, McCormick Place/OVG360; Moira O’Brien, McCormick 
Place/OVG360; Julia Yob, McCormick Place/OVG360; Jim Meyer, Choose Chicago; Pat Doerr, HBAC; Carlos Pineiro, 
RBC; Rufus Purnell, Contractor; Maria Calderon, Compliance Officer and Board Administrator 
 
General Matters:  
 

A1. Roll Call: MPEA Chairman Bethke, called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. and Ms. Calderon called 
roll.  

 

A2. Approval of Minutes: Chairman Bethke called for the approval of the minutes of the December 12, 
2023 Special Board meeting.  

 
 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Morado, and the remaining members present voted 

approving item A2. 
 

 Roll call vote. Record as:  
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
 

 A3. Public Comment. 
 
  There was no public comment. 
 
Report from MPEA Chief Executive Officer. Ms. Clark congratulated Jason Bormann, Chief Financial Officer, for 
being named a finalist in the prestigious Financial Executives International’s CFO of the Year Awards last week. Ms. 
Clark stated this honor is so well-deserved because Mr. Bormann has been a dedicated financial steward of MPEA 
and campus, leading with a steady hand through the COVID-19 pandemic and recovery. Ms. Clark stated MPEA’s 
recovery is ahead of schedule, and in Fiscal Year 23, tax collections exceeded pre-pandemic levels and net operating 
revenue was $20 million ahead of initial projections. Ms. Clark stated MPEA is positioned for a highly successful future  
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thanks to Mr. Bormann’s careful leadership. Ms. Clark stated this was not Mr. Bormann’s first major honor this year, he 
was also named one of 2023’s Notable CFOs by Crain’s Chicago Business.  
 
Ms. Clark reported earlier this year, MPEA engaged with a lobbying firm in Washington D.C. to help identify possible 
areas for federal support. Ms. Clark reported that in November, Member Ramirez joined her and Ryan Aderman for a 
visit to Washington D.C. Ms. Clark reported it was an incredibly successful trip, meeting with the federal delegation as 
well as representatives from the White House. Ms. Clark reported they met with more than 15 people in 10 offices and 
were very pleased with the substance of the discussions and follow ups. Ms. Clark reported one of the meetings was 
with Senator Durbin, who released a press release following the meeting stating “Chicago’s major attractions, including 
Navy Pier and McCormick Square, strengthen the economy of Illinois. I appreciate the opportunity to speak with MPEA 
today about how I can support Chicago’s tourism.” 
 
Ms. Clark reported the Leading Age convention was on campus earlier this month, and discussed a public art project 
for the campus that the team supported. Ms. Clark stated she wanted to share a few media highlights from the past 
month. Ms. Clark reported The Marriott Marquis was named one of the best hotels for a getaway to Chicago. A quote 
from the article states “Despite its status as a chain hotel, the Marriott Marquis Chicago stands tall above any 
preconceived notions both figuratively and literally. Rated as a 9/10 by travelers, the sleek, tall building offers sweeping 
views of the city and Lake Michigan, the Marriott Marquis is located next to the Wintrust Arena and McCormick Place, 
making it an ideal home base when visiting for a sports game, concert, or convention.” Ms. Clark reported McCormick 
Place’s own Marty Mullarkey was profiled by the IrishEcho. The article says “For over 23 years he’s been Concierge 
at McCormick Place, the largest and most flexible use convention center in North America, located right on Chicago’s 
Lakefront with over 2.6 million square feet of exhibit space. When the world comes to Chicago they come through here 
and one of the first people they meet is the one and only Marty Mullarkey. He's been called the “unofficial Mayor of 
Chicago” …among other things… and he’s an ambassador for the windy city to every visitor that comes through. They 
should build a statue of this guy on the lakefront!” 
 
Report from Controller. Ms. Lovelace-Nieves presented the financial results for October, November, and December 
2023. 
 
Report from Chief Financial Officer. Mr. Bormann presented the tax collections for October, November, and 
December 2023. 
 
Report from McCormick Place General Manager. Mr. Thomas reported on the events that took place on campus in 
December: the Chicago Auto Show First Look for Charity commercial filming; the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation Gala (record-breaking $18 million raised and musical guests The Goo Goo Dolls played a concert in the 
Arie Crown Theater); Christmas in the Wards; The Midwest Clinic; and the Muslim American Society (MAS) and Islamic 
Circle of North America (ICNA) Convention. Mr. Thomas reported on the events that took place on campus in January: 
Discover Boating Chicago Boat Show; N3T Volleyball 2024 Boy’s Winter Volleyball Championship; the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers Winter Conference; the Air Conditioning, Heating and 
Refrigeration Expo had over 50,000 attendees and over 1,600 exhibitors; IAEE Kickball Tournament; and United 
Airlines Leadership Conference. 
 
Mr. Thomas reported on the events hosted at Wintrust Arena: DePaul Basketball men’s and women’s teams hosted 
10 games in December and 8 games in January; and the National Guard Deployment Ceremony on January 27th. Mr. 
Thomas reported the Arie Crown Theater hosted the DeRay Davis’ Chi Town Comedy Countdown on December 30th 
and 31st, an annual comedy show since 2015 expect for 2020. 
 
Mr. Thomas reported on upcoming events: the Chicago Auto Show with an estimated 1,000,000 attendees; the Chicago 
Dental Society-Annual Midwinter Meeting with an estimated 31,000 attendees; RX Chicago Wizards of the  
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Coast/MagicCon with an estimated 6,000 attendees; and AKA Central Region Conference with an estimated 4,500 
attendees. Mr. Thomas reported on upcoming event at Arie Crown Theater: Living All Alone. Mr. Thomas reported on 
the upcoming events at the Wintrust Arena: DePaul Basketball (7 Home Games); I Told Them…Tour; and The Love 
Hard Tour.  
 
Mr. Thomas reported new business opportunities: Radiological Society of North America (RSNA) 4-year extension; the 
National Restaurant Show 5-year extension; and multiple corporate events in the pipeline. Mr. Thomas reported 
McCormick Place received accolades on social media. Mr. Thomas reported on 15 new hires including 2 leadership 
team members, Brandi Sally, Director of Operations and Tim Wood, Director of Public Safety. 
 
Executive Session: Chairman Bethke asked for a motion to convene in Executive Session to discuss items C1 and 
C2. Upon motion duly made by Member Morado, seconded by Member Wright, and the remaining members present 
unanimously voted to convene in Executive Session.  
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez, Secretary/Treasurer – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes 

Dr. Sonat Birnecker Hart – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes  

 
The motion passed. 
 

Review of Covered Actions and Eligible Agreements: 
D1. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Hotel Operator for MPEA Convention Center Hotel. 
 

 Moved by Member Mills Clement, seconded by Member Wright, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D1. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 

D2.  Consideration of Approval of Contract Extension for License Agreement for Use of Office Space at 
the Corporate Center. 

 

Moved by Member McGann, seconded by Member Ramirez, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D2. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
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D3. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Annual Financial Plan Revenue Review. 
 
 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members 

present voted approving item D3. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 

 
D4. Consideration of Approval of Resolution No. MPEA 2024-01 Adoption of 4th Amended and Restated 

MPEA Bylaws. 
 
 Moved by Member Ramirez, seconded by Member McGann, and the remaining members present 

voted approving item D4. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
 
D5. Consideration of Review of Confidential Executive Session Minutes. 
 
 Moved by Member Ramirez, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members 

present voted approving item D5. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
 
D6. Consideration to End Retention of Verbatim Audio Recordings of Executive Session Minutes. 
 
 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Wright, and the remaining members present voted 

approving item D6. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
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D7. Consideration of Approval of Labor Agreement with Box Office-Treasurers and Ticket Sellers, Local 

750 IATSE. 
 
 Moved by Member Ramirez, seconded by Member Villar, and the remaining members present voted 

approving item D7. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 

 
D8. Consideration of Approval of Labor Agreement with Projectionists, Local 110 IATSE. 
 
 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Mills Clement, Member McGann abstained, and 

the remaining members present voted approving item D8. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Abstained 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 

 
D9. Consideration of Approval of License Agreement Amendment for Wireless Antenna Services. 
 

Moved by Member Ramirez, seconded by Member Villar, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item D9. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 

 
D10. Consideration of Approval of New Contract for Supply and Delivery of Gasoline and Diesel Fuel. 
 
 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members 

present voted approving item D10. 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  

 
 The motion passed. 
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D11. Consideration of Approval of Reference Contract for Automotive Parts and Accessories. 
 

 Moved by Member Villar, seconded by Member Mills Clement, and the remaining members present 
voted approving item D11. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Terrance McGann – Yes  

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Michelle Mills Clement – Yes  

Jorge Ramirez – Yes Juan Morado – Yes 

Samir Mayekar – Yes Sherman Wright – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 

D12. Consideration of Approval of Contract Amendment for Wayfinding and Signage Consultant. 
 

 Moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member Villar, and the remaining members present voted 
approving item D12. 

 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes  

Samir Mayekar – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes  
 

 The motion passed. 
 

D13. Review of FY 2023 Minority and Women Owned Business Procurement Report. 
 

 E1. New Business. 
 

There was no new business.  
 

Chairman Bethke thanked Member Mayekar for his timed served on the board. 
  

E2. Adjournment. 
 

Chairman Bethke moved to adjourn the meeting moved by Member Morado, seconded by Member 
Wright, and the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote of the Board.      
 

Roll call vote. Record as: 
 

Jeffrey Bethke, Chairman – Yes Michelle Mills Clement – Yes 

Don Villar, Vice Chairman – Yes  Juan Morado – Yes  

Samir Mayekar – Yes  Sherman Wright – Yes  

Terrance McGann – Yes  
 

The motion passed. 
 
Time meeting adjourned: 10:26 a.m. 
 
 
 

      __________________________________ 
Approved: February 27, 2024   Secretary/Treasurer or Assistant Secretary 
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