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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
About MPEA 

The Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority, hereinafter referred to as the “Authority” or 
“MPEA”, is a municipal corporation existing under the laws of the State of Illinois pursuant to 
the Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Authority Act, as amended, 70 ILCS 210/1 et seq. (the 
“MPEA Act”).   

 

 

MPEA, which owns McCormick Place, is issuing this Request for Information (RFI) for the 
redevelopment of Lakeside Center. This unparalleled opportunity aims to gather information and 
ideas from innovators, developers, and architects on possible redevelopment potential for the 
property that could enhance the McCormick Place experience for our clients while providing a 
driving source of revenue to both MPEA and potential partners in redevelopment. The 
redevelopment also has the opportunity to address unmet needs of visitors to the adjacent 
Museum Campus, further expanding the revenue potential of the project.  MPEA is open to a 
wide variety of responses and has no predetermined proposed use or list of preferred 
developers. Additional information and images can be found here. 

 

 

  

https://www.mpea.com/lakeside-center-rfi/
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About McCormick Place 

McCormick Place is the premier 
convention facility in North 
America. Conveniently located 
just minutes from downtown 
Chicago along the shores of Lake 
Michigan and accessible by all of 
the city’s major transportation 
hubs, McCormick Place welcomes 
approximately 3 million visitors 
annually. The McCormick Place 
campus is home to some of the 
world’s largest and most-
attended conventions, meetings, 
and trade shows. 

 

As the largest convention center 
in North America, events of all 
sizes use McCormick Place as 
their convention center of 
choice.  
The McCormick Place campus is 
comprised of: 

• Lakeside Center 
• North Building 
• South Building 
• West Building 
• Wintrust Arena 
• Arie Crown Theater 
• Hyatt Regency 

McCormick Place 
• Marriott Marquis 

Chicago 
• Energy Center 
• Truck Marshalling Yards 
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Pre-COVID, McCormick Place had approximately 
2.9 million guests on campus each year, hosting 
289 events in 2019. The events occur year-round, 
and most attendees come from out of town. 
 
Recovery post-COVID has been strong. For FY23, 
there are 114 contracted events, estimated 
attendance of 2,607,337 people, 1,427,533 room 
nights and estimated economic impact of 
$2,228,487,823 to the region at large. 
 
The charts illustrate the type of meetings and 
customers McCormick Place hosts on campus.  
 
 
 

 
 
McCormick Place has easy access to Midway 
International Airport, O’Hare International 
Airport, and all of Chicago’s public 
transportation systems. Metra has a station 
located just off the Grand Concourse between 
the North and South Buildings. The convention 
center is also linked to the McCormick Place 
Busway, an underground private roadway 
system that connects the convention center 
with hotels in Chicago’s Loop business district. 
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About Lakeside Center 
 

 
 
Designed by Gene Summers and Helmut Jahn of C.F. Murphy Associates, the iconic, four-level 
pavilion is ideally located along the Chicago lakefront and features stunning views of Lake 
Michigan. Lakeside Center is a unique asset within the McCormick Place footprint because it is 
the only building located east of Jean-Baptiste Pointe DuSable Lake Shore Drive and, as such, can 
be directly accessible to the Museum Campus’ roughly 5 million annual visitors. This 
characteristic also makes Lakeside Center the primary entry point for people accessing the 
Museum Campus from the south and southwest.  
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Built in 1971, McCormick Place’s 
Lakeside Center has been an 
important staple of the convention 
center campus for over 50 years. 
Lakeside Center has over 250 events 
scheduled from now through 2035, 
making it an important economic 
engine for the City of Chicago, the 
State of Illinois, and the McCormick 
Square neighborhood. 

 

 

 
Lakeside Center is connected to the entire McCormick Place campus via indoor pedestrian 
walkways. These walkways connect Lakeside Center to the North, South, and West Buildings, 
along with a direct connection to three hotels with nearly 3,000 hotel rooms as well as the state-
of-the-art Wintrust Arena, the home court for both DePaul University men’s and women’s 
basketball teams and for the reigning WNBA Champion Chicago Sky. Lakeside Center has 580,000 
square feet of exhibit 
space across two halls, 
141,000 square feet of 
meeting space including 
40 meeting rooms and a 
45,000 square-foot 
ballroom, landscaped 
outdoor terraces, and the 
4,192-seat Arie Crown 
Theater. To the East, 
Lakeside Center opens to 
incredible views of Lake 
Michigan, Burnham 
Harbor, and Northerly 
Island and is a short 
distance from the 
tremendous assets of the 
Museum Campus.  
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Below are floor plans for the building, and additional details can be viewed online at: 
https://www.mccormickplace.com/facility-overview/floor-plans/lakeside-overview/  

 

 

https://www.mccormickplace.com/facility-overview/floor-plans/lakeside-overview/
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There are more than 250 
events scheduled in Lakeside 
Center and Arie Crown Theater 
through 2035. Lakeside 
Center’s exhibit halls are 
already booked 40-60% of the 
time for the next several years. 
Lakeside Center is highly 
desirable to our customers for 
both single building events and 
multi-building citywide events 
due to its location. The RFI 
website includes a calendar 
illustrating occupancy for 2022.  

 
 

Lakeside Center is used for the largest shows 
on the McCormick Place campus, some of 
which utilize nearly every area of exhibition 
space on campus; an example of these 
events includes the American Society of 
Clinical Oncology (ASCO) and the 
International Manufacturing Technology 
Show (IMTS). These two events alone 
generate approximately $424,000,000 in 
economic impact to the City of Chicago and 
the State of Illinois.  
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Arie Crown Theater, Chicago’s largest, first-
class theater with 4,192 seats is located in 
Lakeside Center. Arie Crown Theater is used for 
a wide variety of events, including corporate 
meetings, plenary sessions, graduations, 
concerts, and comedy shows.  

 

McCormick Place has nearly 6,000 parking 
spaces on campus. Parking Lot C is an 
underground garage with 1,900 parking spaces 
and is located on Ft. Dearborn Drive, adjacent 
to the Lakeside Center. Lakeside Center also 
has direct access from Jean-Baptiste Pointe 
DuSable Lake Shore Drive to allow for guest 
drop offs and pick-ups.  

 

 

Lakeside Center houses critical 
infrastructure for the entire campus. 
This infrastructure includes a 30,000 
square-foot kitchen, which is used to 
provide catering for not only 
Lakeside Center but for other 
buildings on campus. It also houses 
mechanical and telecommunications 
infrastructure, which is critical for 
the entire campus.  

As indicated by the name, Lakeside 
Center is located on the shores of 
Lake Michigan. The Lakefront trail 
runs directly behind Lakeside 
Center’s outdoor terrace and 
pavilion. 
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To the south of Lakeside Center, you’ll find 
the McCormick Place Bird Sanctuary. It is one 
of the Chicago Park District’s four lakefront 
bird sanctuaries. The 6-acre sanctuary 
contains a prairie, shrub, and woodland 
habitat and a freshwater stone birdbath. Just 
to the north of Lakeside Center is Chicago’s 
Museum Campus, which is made up of the 
Adler Planetarium, America’s first 
planetarium; the Shedd Aquarium; the Field 
Museum of Natural History; and Soldier Field, 
home of the NFL Chicago Bears football team. 
There are also two robust neighborhoods north of the campus, the Prairie District and South 
Loop, which have experienced significant growth and development over the past two decades. 

Adjacent to the Museum Campus and to the 
east is Northerly Island. The island, a connected 
peninsula, has a 40-acre park on the southern 
part of the island. The park features a concrete 
trail for walking and bicycle riding, a lagoon, and 
landscaped wildlife habitats. The Huntington 
Bank Pavilion at Northerly Island is an outdoor 
amphitheater with capacity for 30,000 people.  

 

 

Further north from the Museum Campus is 
Chicago’s loop which features some of the 
world’s best shops, theaters, parks, and 
restaurants, as well as the heart of Chicago’s 
business district. To the west of McCormick 
Place is Chicago’s historic Chinatown, which is 
the only currently growing Chinatown in the 
United States and is renowned for its dining 
scene. Motor Row is just west of campus and 
is a growing center for food, music, and 
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residential developments. South of McCormick Place is the 
Bronzeville neighborhood; this historic neighborhood is home to a growing restaurant scene 
along with arts and culture. 

Additionally, several new projects are under development 
near the campus. The Obama Presidential Center is 
currently under construction in Jackson Park, a short drive 
from the campus. In July 2022, Mayor Lori Lightfoot and 
the Museum Campus Working Group released a report 
detailing recommendations to enhance the Museum 
Campus, which includes the Lakeside Center of McCormick 
Place. Below, under Additional Resources, please find a link 
to the complete report. MPEA will work closely with 
Mayor’s working group to ensure that our projects are 
aligned. 

 
 

 

Additional Resources 

Below are additional resources regarding Lakeside Center and McCormick Place:  

• Lakeside Center RFI Webpage 
• Museum Campus Working Group Report 
• Lakeside Center Overview  
• McCormick Place overview 

https://www.mpea.com/lakeside-center-rfi/
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/sites/museum-campus/pdfs/Museum-Campus-Report.pdf
https://www.mccormickplace.com/facility-overview/floor-plans/lakeside-overview/
https://www.mccormickplace.com/
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OBJECTIVES 

This RFI is being used to gather relevant information for the Authority to make decisions 
regarding the renovation of the existing Lakeside Center (the “Project”). The Authority’s long-
term goal is to select an experienced company, organization, or joint venture to finance, develop 

and operate the Project which 
will be done via a separate public 
procurement process. All 
stakeholders are invited to 
participate in the RFI and submit 
ideas and information relevant 
to the future use of Lakeside 
Center.  Input from the 
community and customers will 
be incorporated into any 
subsequent RFP issued as a result 
of the review of information 
received from this RFI.   

The Authority is seeking to redevelop the Lakeside Center in a manner that is in line with the 
Authority’s mission, and supports McCormick Place and its core business, while providing new 
revenue stream(s) for MPEA’s operating budget and generating additional economic impact for 
the City of Chicago and State of Illinois. The ideal development will:  

• Enhance the experience of MPEA customers 
(conventions, tradeshows and meetings, etc.), 
including attendees and their guests. 

• Ensure use complements MPEA’s core 
businesses 

• Ensure use is acceptable to and complements the 
surrounding neighborhood/neighbors. 

• Maintain and enhance public access to the 
lakefront and Museum Campus and improve the 
Museum Campus experience.  

• Be designed with sustainability as a core value 
and reflect a commitment to supplier and 
workforce diversity.  

• Drive economic impact to the City of Chicago and 
the State of Illinois.  
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The Authority may offer a long-term lease 
to develop and operate the contemplated 
Project. The Authority’s contribution will 
include the existing space, building systems, 
and building maintenance. The Authority 
will remain the owner of the facility and will 
continue to use it in its current capacity. To 
the extent the Project will not permit the 
Authority to utilize the facility for its current 
uses, the Project must include equivalent 
replacement space for tradeshows, 
exhibits, events, and functions.  

The Authority is seeking a wide variety of ideas and is open to uses of the entire facility, or a 
portion of the facility. Additionally, ideas can include use for the outdoor space. While Lakeside 
Center is used by MPEA customers year-round, the Authority is open to seasonal ideas.  The 
operating hours and days for any proposed ideas can be independent from the convention and 
meetings schedule. The Authority is open to ideas that bring in visitors and guests independent 
from the existing customer base.  

The MPEA’s intent is for the Project to establish a return on the developer’s investment as the 
priority recipient of the net revenue of the project, with potential shared revenue for MPEA after 
an established period. 
MPEA is open to a variety 
of financial models, 
including but not limited to 
revenue sharing or annual 
payments. The ideal 
projects will support 
MPEA’s mission of creating 
economic impact and 
generating taxes for the 
City and State. The project 
must be committed to 
using skilled labor and 
working in accordance with 
the standing labor 
agreements for the MPEA 
campus.   
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SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 

This section outlines the submittal requirements for each response. Respondents are allowed to 
submit multiple redevelopment ideas. 

Responses to this RFI may constitute “public records” under the Illinois Freedom of Information 
Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq. (“IL FOIA”). As such, responses may be subject to public disclosure under 
the IL FOIA. Therefore, responses should not include any trade secrets or proprietary or 
confidential information, unless such information is conspicuously marked “Confidential” and is 
accompanied with a letter enumerating the specific grounds under the IL FOIA which support the 
treatment of the material as 
“exempt” from public disclosure 
and explain why disclosure is not in 
the best interest of the public. Any 
request for confidential treatment 
of information submitted in the RFI 
response must also include the 
name, e-mail, and telephone 
number of the person authorized 
by the respondent to respond to 
any inquiries concerning the 
confidential status of the materials. 
Marking an item “Confidential” 
does not automatically make it 
exempt under IL FOIA.   

Responses are to include: 

• Name, e-mail, phone, and address of the primary point of contact for the response. 
• Summary of the experience of the team and examples of related work. 
• Detailed description of the proposed use and how it would benefit the Authority, 

Museum Campus, surrounding community and city.  
• The space required and the proposed replacement for displaced MPEA space, if any. 
• The level of renovation necessary. 

Optional Submittal Information: Draft operating pro-forma for the proposed use. The proposed 
timeline for Proposer to recoup investment and future revenue share with MPEA. The ideal 
proposal would generate revenue and the Authority is open to revenue sharing opportunities.  
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Additionally, the responses should answer the following questions: 

• What amenities do you believe would best enhance revenue, as well as benefit the 
Authority’s customers (conventions, tradeshows and meetings, etc.), including attendees 
and their guests of McCormick Place? 

• Do you envision being able to leverage the campus’ existing assets, if so, how? 
• How does this idea bring value to the residents of Chicago, in particular, the residents of 

the surrounding neighborhoods? 
• How does this idea drive economic impact to the City of Chicago and State of Illinois? 
• How does this idea complement the proposed plans of the Museum Campus Working 

Group? 
• What challenges or obstacles do you envision?  

There is no minimum or maximum number of pages for your response. The preferred response 
format is to address all of the submittal requirements as outlined above including the 
respondent’s feedback, suggestions and comments.  
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RFI TIMELINE 

Written responses regarding this Request for Information are due no later than 12:00 Noon (CST) 
on Thursday, December 22, 2022. Interested parties must submit an electronic version (PDF 
and/or Word) of its response via email to mpeaprocurement@mpea.com or via a secure file 
sharing platform such as Dropbox or similar, before the deadline.  

The Authority will conduct three separate pre-submittal site visits of the Lakeside Center to be 
held on the following dates: 

• Wednesday, October 12, 2022 at 10:00 AM – Register here 
• Monday, October 31, 2022 at 10:00 AM – Register here 
• Monday November 7, 2022 at 10:00 AM – Register here 

Each tour will begin at the MPEA Corporate Center located at 301 East Cermak Road, in the 5th 
Floor Board Room.  

The Authority will accept questions, in writing via e-mail, until 9:00 AM (CST), on Thursday, 
December 1, 2022. Questions should be submitted in writing to mpeaprocurement@mpea.com.  
A summary of questions received, noted without source, and answers will be issued and posted 
on the MPEA procurement website. Respondents are prohibited from communicating directly 
with any Authority employee (other than Procurement), ASM Global employee or Board Member 
regarding this RFI.   

To fully comprehend the information 
contained within a response to this RFI, the 
reviewing committee may seek further 
clarification to a response. The clarification 
may be requested in the form of verbal 
communication, written communication, or 
a presentation. 

 

This is a Request for Information (RFI) only and does not constitute a commitment, implied or 
otherwise, that the Authority will take procurement action in this matter. Further, the Authority 
will not be responsible for any costs incurred in furnishing this information.  

mailto:mpeaprocurement@mpea.com
https://www.mpea.com/event/mpea-lakeside-center-redevelopment-site-tour-1/
https://www.mpea.com/event/mpea-lakeside-center-redevelopment-site-tour-2/
https://www.mpea.com/event/mpea-lakeside-center-redevelopment-site-tour-2/
https://www.mpea.com/event/mpea-lakeside-center-redevelopment-site-tour-3/
mailto:mpeaprocurement@mpea.com

